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BATTERY SYSTEM FOR VEHICLE,
ON-VEHICLE BATTERY MODULE, AND
CELL CONTROLLER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
14/094,070, filed Dec. 2, 2013, which is a continuation of
U.S. application Ser. No. 13/762,711, filed Feb. 8, 2013, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,649,935, which is a continuation of U.S.
application Ser. No. 13/353,906, filed Jan. 19,2012, now U.S.
Pat. No. 8,401,728, which is a continuation of U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/361,329, filed Jan. 28, 2009, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,103,401, which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119to
Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2008-017983, filed Jan.
29, 2008.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The disclosure of the following priority application is
herein incorporated by reference:

Japanese Patent Application No. 2008-17938 filed Jan. 29,
2008

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the art used for a battery
system, particularly a battery system for vehicle, an on-ve-
hicle battery module, a cell controller, etc.

2. Description of Related Art

There is a battery system, particularly a battery system for
vehicle drive, using a lithium ion battery known in the related
art that diagnoses over-charge and over-discharge of the bat-
tery cells (Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid Open Patent
Publication No. 2005-318751). The battery system includes a
function for diagnosing the operating condition of the cell
voltage balancing circuit provided for narrowing differences
in state of charge among the battery cells. Furthermore, the art
for sensing a disconnection of the wire harness between the
battery cell and the circuit which is to detect terminal voltages
is also known (Patent Literature 2: Japanese Laid Open Patent
Publication No. 2006-294339).

The battery system for vehicle drive is required to monitor
the state of the battery cell via adjustment of state of charge by
the cell voltage balancing circuit or via over-charge and over-
discharge diagnosis. Furthermore, overall reliability of the
battery system should be improved not only through moni-
toring the state of the battery cell but also through improving
reliability of the measurement system. An object of the
present invention is to provide a battery system for vehicle
assuring a high level of safety.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Abattery system for vehicle achieved in a first embodiment
of the present invention comprises a battery unit that is con-
stituted with a plurality of serially connected cell groups each
include a plurality of serially connected battery cells, inte-
grated circuits that are each disposed in correspondence to
one of the cell groups of the battery unit and each measure
terminal voltages at the battery cells in the corresponding cell
group, and a signal transmission path through which one of
the integrated circuits is connected to another one of the
integrated circuits or to a circuit other than that of the inte-
grated circuits. In this battery system for vehicle, the inte-
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2

grated circuits each comprise a selection circuit that selects a
terminal voltage at a battery cell that is a measurement target
from among the terminal voltages at the individual battery
cells in the corresponding cell group, an analog/digital con-
verter that converts the terminal voltage selected by the selec-
tion circuit to a digital value, an abnormality diagnosis circuit
that diagnoses an abnormality in a selection operation by the
selection circuit, a timing control circuit that outputs a mea-
surement phase instruction signal for instructing a measure-
ment phase during which the terminal voltage is measured,
and, in synchronization with the output of the measurement
phase instruction signal, outputs a diagnosis phase instruction
signal for instructing a diagnosis phase during which the
diagnosis is executed by the abnormality diagnosis circuit, a
communication circuit that transmits via the signal transmis-
sion path the terminal voltage converted to the digital value by
the analog/digital converter and a diagnosis result by the
abnormality diagnosis circuit, and a constant voltage genera-
tion circuit that generates a diagnosis voltage to be input to the
selection circuit. Based upon the measurement phase instruc-
tion signal, the analog/digital converter executes analog-to-
digital conversion upon the terminal voltage selected by the
selection circuit. Based upon the diagnosis phase instruction
signal, the abnormality diagnosis circuit compares, in syn-
chronization with the measurement of the terminal voltage,
an output from the selection circuit to which the diagnosis
voltage has been input with a predetermined judgment value
s0 as to diagnose the abnormality in the selection circuit.

According to a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the first
embodiment, it is preferred that a constant voltage generation
circuit generates varying diagnosis voltages to the individual
battery cells in the corresponding cell group and that the
abnormality diagnosis circuit executes the comparison using
the predetermined judgment value according to the diagnosis
voltage that has been input to the selection circuit.

According to a third embodiment of the present invention,
in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the first embodi-
ment, each of the integrated circuits may include a second
selection circuit that is disposed at a stage frontward of the
selection circuit and selectively provides the selection circuit
with a terminal voltage at a battery cell to be measured or the
diagnosis voltage generated by the constant voltage genera-
tion circuit.

According to a fourth embodiment of the present invention,
in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the first embodi-
ment, it is preferred that the timing control circuit synchro-
nously outputs the measurement phase instruction signal and
the diagnosis phase instruction signal for each of the battery
cells in the corresponding cell group.

According to a fifth embodiment of the present invention,
in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the first embodi-
ment, the integrated circuits each may include a stage circuit
that manages each measurement phase of the terminal volt-
ages of the plurality of battery cells to be measured by the
integrated circuits, a first selection signal generation circuit
that generates a first selection signal to be used to control a
selection operation by the selection circuit based upon an
output from the stage circuit, a second selection signal gen-
eration circuit that generates a second selection signal based
upon an output from the stage circuit, and a selection signal
abnormality diagnosis circuit that determines whether or not
the outputs from the first and the second selection signal
generation circuits sustain a predetermined relationship so as
to diagnose an abnormality in the selection signal generation
circuits.
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According to a sixth embodiment of the present invention,
the battery system for vehicle achieved in the first embodi-
ment may comprise a diagnosis result holding circuit that
holds a diagnosis result by the abnormality diagnosis circuit.
In this battery system for vehicle, itis preferred that the signal
transmission path includes a first signal transmission path and
a second signal transmission path independently. It is also
preferred that the communication circuit transmits via the
first signal transmission path the terminal voltage converted
to the digital value by the analog/digital converter and con-
stantly transmits via the second signal transmission path a
signal according to the diagnosis result held in the diagnosis
result holding circuit.

A battery system for vehicle achieved in a seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention comprises a battery unit that is
constituted with a plurality of serially connected cell groups
each include a plurality of serially connected battery cells,
integrated circuits that are each disposed in correspondence
to one of the cell groups of the battery unit and each measure
terminal voltages at the battery cells in the corresponding cell
group, and a signal transmission path through which one of
the integrated circuits is connected to another one of the
integrated circuits or to a circuit other than that of the inte-
grated circuits. In this battery system for vehicle, the inte-
grated circuits each comprise a selection circuit that selects a
terminal voltage at a battery cell that is a measurement target
from among the terminal voltages at the individual battery
cells in the corresponding cell group, an analog/digital con-
verter that converts the terminal voltage selected by the selec-
tion circuit to a digital value, a pull-up circuit that pulls up a
potential at an output terminal of the selection circuit to a
maximum potential at the integrated circuit, a pull-down cir-
cuit that pulls down a potential at an output terminal of the
selection circuit to a minimum potential at the integrated
circuit, an abnormality diagnosis circuit that diagnoses an
abnormality in a selection operation by the selection circuit
based upon a pull-up state by the pull-up circuit or a pull-
down state by the pull-down circuit, a timing control circuit
that outputs a measurement phase instruction signal for
instructing a measurement phase during which the terminal
voltage is measured, and, in synchronization with the output
of the measurement phase instruction signal, outputs a diag-
nosis phase instruction signal for instructing a diagnosis
phase during which the diagnosis is executed by the abnor-
mality diagnosis circuit, and a communication circuit that
transmits via the signal transmission path the terminal voltage
converted to the digital value by the analog/digital converter
and a diagnosis result by the abnormality diagnosis circuit.
Based upon the measurement phase instruction signal, the
selection circuit selects the terminal voltage. Based upon the
measurement phase instruction signal, the analog/digital con-
verter executes analog-to-digital conversion upon the termi-
nal voltage selected by the selection circuit. Based upon the
diagnosis phase instruction signal, the abnormality diagnosis
circuit diagnoses the abnormality in the selection circuit in
synchronization with the measurement of the terminal volt-
age.

According to an eighth embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the seventh
embodiment, it is preferred that the timing control circuit
synchronously outputs the measurement phase instruction
signal and the diagnosis phase instruction signal for each of
the battery cells in the corresponding cell group.

According to a ninth embodiment of the present invention,
in the battery system for vehicle achieved in the seventh
embodiment, the integrated circuits each may include a stage
circuit that manages each measurement phase of the terminal
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voltages of the plurality of battery cells to be measured by the
integrated circuits, a first selection signal generation circuit
that generates a first selection signal to be used to control a
selection operation by the selection circuit based upon an
output from the stage circuit, a second selection signal gen-
eration circuit that generates a second selection signal based
upon an output from the stage circuit, and a selection signal
abnormality diagnosis circuit that determines whether or not
the outputs from the first and the second selection signal
generation circuits sustain a predetermined relationship so as
to diagnose an abnormality in the selection signal generation
circuits.

According to a tenth embodiment of the present invention,
the battery system for vehicle achieved in the seventh
embodiment may comprise a diagnosis result holding circuit
that holds a diagnosis result by the abnormality diagnosis
circuit. In this battery system for vehicle, it is preferred that
the signal transmission path includes a first signal transmis-
sion path and a second signal transmission path indepen-
dently. It is also preferred that the communication circuit
transmits via the first signal transmission path the terminal
voltage converted to the digital value by the analog/digital
converter and constantly transmits via the second signal
transmission path a signal according to the diagnosis result
held in the diagnosis result holding circuit.

An on-vehicle battery module achieved in an eleventh
embodiment comprises an external case for the battery mod-
ule, a lithium ion battery cell unit that is constituted with a
plurality of serially connected lithium ion battery cell groups
each include a plurality of serially connected lithium ion
battery cells that are disposed in the external case, a positive
pole-side power cable and a negative pole-side power cable
through which power is output from the lithium ion battery
cell unit, a cell controller that includes a plurality of integrated
circuits each disposed in correspondence to one of the groups
of the lithium ion battery cell and measures each of the ter-
minal voltages at the plurality of lithium ion battery cells, a
plurality of detection harnesses via which the terminal volt-
ages at the lithium ion battery cells are supplied to the corre-
sponding integrated circuits in the cell controller, a battery
controller, and a transmission path through which informa-
tion is transmitted between one of the integrated circuits and
another one of the integrated circuits or between one of the
integrated circuits and the battery controller. In this on-ve-
hicle battery module, the integrated circuits each include a
selection circuit that selects in a predetermined order a plu-
rality of the terminal voltages supplied via the detection har-
nesses, a voltage detection circuit that measures the selected
terminal voltages, and a diagnosis circuit that diagnoses an
abnormality in the selection circuit. The integrated circuits
each execute independently a cyclic measurement of terminal
voltages at individual lithium ion battery cells in a corre-
sponding group and a cyclic abnormality diagnosis of the
selection circuit. Based upon an instruction from the battery
controller, each of the integrated circuits transmits a measure-
ment result of the terminal voltages to the battery controller
and constantly outputs a result of the abnormality diagnosis to
the battery controller.

According to a twelfth embodiment, a cell controller for an
on-vehicle battery module that receives terminal voltages at
each lithium ion battery cell from a lithium ion battery cell
unit constituted with a plurality of serially connected lithium
ion battery cell groups, each of which includes a plurality of
lithium ion battery cells, and measures the terminal voltages
at each of the lithium ion battery cells, comprises a plurality
of integrated circuits each disposed in correspondence to one
of'the lithium ion battery cell groups and a transmission path
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through which information is transmitted between one of the
integrated circuits and another one of the integrated circuits or
between one of the integrated circuits and a circuit other than
that of the integrated circuits. In this cell controller, the inte-
grated circuits each include a selection circuit that selects in a
predetermined order terminal voltages at a plurality of
lithium ion battery cells transmitted from a corresponding
lithium battery cell group, a voltage measurement circuit that
measures the selected terminal voltages, a diagnosis circuit
that diagnoses an abnormality in the selection circuit, and a
transmission/reception circuit. The integrated circuits each
execute independently a cyclic measurement of the transmit-
ted terminal voltages and a cyclic abnormality diagnosis of
the selection circuit. Based upon an instruction, the transmis-
sion/reception circuit transmits measurement results of the
terminal voltages and constantly outputs results of the abnor-
mality diagnosis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the battery system for
vehicle achieved in an embodiment of the present invention,
specifically showing a battery unit 9, a cell controller 80, and
a battery controller 20.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an integrated circuit 3A
in detail.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the communication com-
mand transmission/reception method adopted in the inte-
grated circuits.

FIG. 4 illustrates a timing with which a diagnosis operation
and a measurement operation are executed and diagnosis
sessions.

FIG. 5 illustrates a circuit that relates to the diagnosis
operation and the measurement operation.

FIG. 6 presents a diagnosis operation achieved in the first
embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a communication circuit which
is installed within each integrated circuit and is engaged in
communication command exchange.

FIG. 8 presents an example of a procedure through which
the address register may be set for each integrated circuit
based upon a communication command from the battery con-
troller.

FIG. 9 illustrates the operation executed in the circuit
shown in FIG. 7 in response to transmission of the commu-
nication command.

FIG. 10 illustrates an embodiment in which addresses are
sequentially set at the individual integrated circuits in FIG. 9
based upon the communication command from the battery
controller.

FIG. 11 presents a flowchart of an example of processing
through which the state of charge at each battery cell is
measured and any battery cell indicating a large charge quan-
tity is discharged.

FIG. 12 presents a flowchart of an example of processing
through which each integrated circuit or each battery cell is
tested for abnormality.

FIG. 13 is a circuit diagram presenting an application
example in which the battery system for vehicle in the present
embodiment is adopted in a drive system for an automotive
rotating electrical machine.

FIG. 14 presents a flowchart of an example of an operation
that may be executed in the battery system for vehicle in FIG.
13.

FIG. 15 presents an example of the sequence through
which communication between the battery controller and the
cell controller is terminated in the battery system for vehicle.
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FIG. 16 presents another example of the sequence through
which communication between the battery controller and the
cell controller is terminated in the battery system for vehicle.

FIG. 17 shows an example of battery groups made up with
varying numbers of battery cells.

FIG. 18 is an external perspective view of a battery module
900.

FIG. 19 is an exploded perspective view of the battery
module 900.

FIG. 20 is a plan view presenting an example of a cell
controller built into the battery module 900.

FIG. 21 presents an example of a structure that may be
adopted to enable both balancing switch control and indi-
vidual battery cell terminal voltage measurement.

FIG. 22 presents another example of a structure that may be
adopted to enable both balancing switch control and indi-
vidual battery cell terminal voltage measurement.

FIG. 23 is an operation diagram illustrating the relationship
between the measurement control and the discharge control
executed for SOC (state of charge) adjustment, observed in
the circuit shown in FIG. 21.

FIG. 24 is an operation diagram illustrating the relationship
between the measurement control and the discharge control
executed for SOC adjustment, observed in the circuit shown
in FIG. 22.

FIG. 25 presents an example of a circuit that may be used
to execute the control shown in FIG. 23 or FIG. 24.

FIG. 26 presents an example of a diagnosis executed to
detect an abnormality occurring at the detection harness, con-
necting the positive poles and the negative poles ofthe battery
cells BC to the cell controller, for detecting terminal voltage.

FIG. 27 presents another example of a diagnosis executed
to detect an abnormality occurring at the detection harness,
connecting the positive poles and the negative poles of the
battery cells BC to the cell controller, for detecting terminal
voltage.

FIG. 28 illustrates a method that may be adopted to detect
an abnormality in the electrical connection between the bat-
tery cells and the individual integrated circuits in the structure
shown in FIG. 26 or FIG. 27.

FIG. 29 shows a signal OFF period set via the discharge
control circuit to control the balancing switch in priority to the
control for adjustment of the state of charge.

FIG. 30 shows a signal OFF period set via the discharge
control circuit to control the balancing switch in priority to the
control for adjustment of the state of charge.

FIG. 31 is a diagram of the diagnosis target circuit and the
circuit engaged in the diagnosis achieved in another embodi-
ment.

FIG. 32 is a diagram showing the structures adopted in the
battery unit and the cell controller achieved in another
embodiment.

FIG. 33 is a diagram showing the multiplexer diagnosis
achieved in the first embodiment.

FIG. 34 is a diagram showing an operation that may be
executed during RES phase of the stage STGCV?2.

FIG. 35 is a diagram showing a circuit that relates to the
multiplexer diagnosis achieved in the second embodiment.

FIG. 36 is an operation diagram illustrating the multiplexer
diagnosis achieved in the second embodiment.

FIG. 37 is a diagram showing a circuit that relates to the
multiplexer diagnosis achieved in the third embodiment.

FIG. 38 is a diagram illustrating a terminal voltage mea-
surement operation at the battery cell BC3.

FIG. 39 is an operation diagram illustrating the multiplexer
diagnosis achieved in the fourth embodiment.
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FIG. 40 is a diagram showing a circuit that relates to the
multiplexer diagnosis achieved in the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 41 is a diagram showing the multiplexer diagnosis
achieved in the fifth embodiment.

FIG. 42 is a diagram illustrating an HVMUX signal selec-
tion diagnosis in the multiplexer diagnosis achieved in the
sixth embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The embodiment of the present invention described below
relates to a battery system, a drive system provided with the
battery system, an on-vehicle battery system, a battery mod-
ule, a cell controller used for the battery module, and circuit
components in the cell controller including a circuit board
and an integrated circuit. All of them are highly reliable.
Issues other than improvement in reliability have been
addressed in the system and the circuit components such as
the circuit board and the integrated circuit described below.
Representative examples of the solutions are described
below.

(Improvement in Reliability)

The vehicle drive system described below with reference to
FIG. 13 is mainly constituted by the battery module 900, an
inverter device 220, and a rotating electrical machine (here-
after referred to as a motor) 230. The inverter device 220 and
the battery module 900 exchange information with each other
via a communication line. Diagnosis results of the battery
module 900 are transmitted to a control circuit (hereafter
referred to as MCU) 222 of the inverter device 220. This
allows the inverter device 220 and the battery module 900 to
share with each other critical information on an abnormality
or the like. The battery module 900 is provided with relays
RLP and RLN that connect or disconnect the electrical circuit
between the lithium ion battery and the inverter device 220.
The relays RLP and RLN are controlled by the MCU 222 of
the inverter device 220. The MCU 222 of the inverter device
220 controls the relays RLP and RLN based upon the state of
the motor 230, the inverter device 220, or the battery module
900, ensuring an improvement in the overall system reliabil-
ity. The MCU 222 of the inverter device 220 controls power
consumption and power generation of the motor 230 by con-
trolling the inverter corresponding to the controls of the relays
RLP and RLN, ensuring a higher level of safety and a higher
level of reliability.

The battery module 900 is mainly constituted by the bat-
tery unit 9 including lithium ion battery cells, the cell con-
troller 80, and the battery controller 20. The cell controller 80
is engaged in a measurement and a diagnosis of the terminal
voltage at the lithium ion battery cells in the battery unit 9 and
a discharge operation to be executed in order to adjust the
state of charge (SOC). The battery controller 20 controls the
battery module 900 in response to the measurement result and
the diagnosis result obtained by the cell controller 80. Assign-
ing functions as above improves the reliability and safety of
the battery module 900.

The cell controller 80 is provided with a plurality of inte-
grated circuits that have a function to detect individual termi-
nal voltages of the plurality of lithium ion battery cells in the
battery unit 9. It is crucial to measure the terminal voltages at
lithium ion battery cells with a high level of reliability for,
unlike a unit cell, a battery module using lithium ion battery
cells in terms of safety. On-vehicle devices are usually used
for long time in severe conditions including high or low
temperature; therefore, they have to be heavier-duty than
general industrial devices. In the embodiment described
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below, the integrated circuits are each provided with a diag-
nosis circuit for diagnosing whether or not the terminal volt-
ages at the battery cells are properly measured and each
execute a diagnosis repeatedly over predetermined cycles.
The integrated circuits or the cell controller 80 with the inte-
grated circuits adopt structures as above, ensuring a high level
of reliability.

As described above, diagnoses of degradation of lithium
ion battery cells and of discharge circuits of lithium ion bat-
tery cells have been executed, on the other hand, necessity of
diagnosis for measurement operations of terminal voltage at
the lithium ion battery cells has not been realized. It is pre-
ferred that the measurement operation of each integrated
circuit is diagnosed for improvement in reliability and safety.
In the embodiment described below, each of the integrated
circuits repeatedly diagnoses through the diagnosis circuit
whether or not the measurement operation of the terminal
voltage is properly executed. This diagnosis is executed by,
for instance, diagnosing whether or not the selection of ter-
minal voltage at lithium ion battery cells is properly executed
by the multiplexer, ensuring integrated circuits with an
extremely high level of reliability.

(Simplification of Integrated Circuits)

In the embodiment described below, as FIG. 4 shows, the
diagnosis for the measurement operation is repeatedly
executed over a cycle synchronized with the measurement of
terminal voltages at the lithium ion battery cells. This enables
the integrated circuits to execute controls of the measurement
and the diagnosis in an integrated manner. Accordingly, sim-
plification of the integrated circuit structures is assured in
addition to improvement in reliability and safety.

In the embodiment described below, as FIG. 4 shows, a
plurality of diagnoses of the integrated circuits are executed
in synchronization with the measurement operations so as to
execute overall diagnoses of the integrated circuits in an
integrated manner. A high level ofreliability is thus assured in
integrated circuits. It is to be noted that the plurality of diag-
noses include diagnosis for the balancing switch in the inte-
grated circuit, diagnosis for the analog/digital converter, diag-
nosis for the multiplexer, and diagnosis for the digital
comparator circuit. In other words, a diagnosis function is
added to the primary functions of the integrated circuits.
Because the overall operation and overall structure of the
integrated circuits integratively address such an increase in
the function, simplified configuration of the integrated cir-
cuits is assured.

(Reduction in Abnormality Diagnosis Time)

It is preferable to rapidly detect an abnormality in the
on-vehicle battery module that uses the lithium ion battery
and to address the abnormality as quick as possible. However,
an increase in power consumption results in an increase in
both the number of lithium ion battery cells provided in the
battery unit and the number of the integrated circuits to be
used. It becomes an important issue to complete a large num-
ber of diagnosis sessions in a short period of time for the
diagnoses for the individual integrated circuits themselves in
addition to the abnormality diagnosis of the lithium ion bat-
tery cells.

In the embodiment described below, once each of the inte-
grated circuits starts the measurement operation or the diag-
nosis operation, it independently repeats these operations in a
predetermined cycle. The measurement operation and the
diagnosis operation are thus executed. Therefore, although
the lithium ion battery cells and the integrated circuits are
large in number, each of the integrated circuits thus completes
the measurement operation or the diagnosis operation for the
battery system and the battery module in a short period of
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time. The measurement or the diagnosis can be executed in a
short period of time even in case of, for example, quick start
of the vehicle. This enables a traveling based upon the diag-
nosis result, assuring a high level of reliability.

When an abnormality occurred in the integrated circuits or
in the lithium ion battery cells, the battery module, the battery
system, and the drive system in FI1G. 13 take measures such as
arapid reduction in electrical energy transmitted and received
by the battery module, arapid release of the relays, or the like.
Each of the integrated circuits independently executes an
abnormality diagnosis and is provided with a transmission/
reception circuit that promptly transmits a signal indicating
anabnormality upon detecting an abnormality. This transmis-
sion/reception circuit includes an OR function as shown in an
example of an OR circuit 288. Namely, the integrated circuit
is provided with a function of transmitting an abnormality
signal upon receiving an abnormality signal from a transmis-
sion/reception circuit in another integrated circuit regardless
of a diagnosis result of the integrated circuit itself, and also
transmitting the abnormality signal upon detecting an abnor-
mality in the integrated circuit of its own, even when it has not
received any abnormality signal from a transmission/recep-
tion circuit in another integrated circuit. Thus, a higher-order
control circuit, such as the battery controller 20, can imme-
diately detect the abnormality diagnosis result of all of the
plurality of relevant integrated circuits by checking the abnor-
mality signal result transmitted from the integrated circuit.
Furthermore, a comprehensive diagnosis result can be
obtained without instructing the integrated circuit to transmit
an abnormality signal, thereby limiting the increase in pro-
cessing load in the higher-order control circuit.

(Improvement in Productivity)

In the embodiment described below, the integrated circuits
are held on the substrate of the cell controller 80. Resistors
R1~R4 for adjusting the SOC of the individual lithium ion
battery cells, and capacitors C1~Cé for removing noises
shown in FIGS. 26 and 27 are held on the substrate of the cell
controller 80. This configuration with the integrated circuits,
the resistors R1~R4, and the capacitors C1~C6 all held on the
substrate of the cell controller 80 assures improvement in
productivity. Placement of these circuit components close to
each other ensures improvement in reliability and safety.

The above electric devices and the lithium ion battery cells
are connected with each other via a connector and a commu-
nication harness 50, assuring a higher level of workability.

Since the diagnosis circuit is incorporated in each of the
integrated circuits, improvement in reliability and safety, as
well as productivity, are assured.

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to figures.

(Explanation of Cell Controller)

FIG. 1 shows a battery unit 9 and a cell controller (hereafter
may be simply referred to as a C/C) 80 in an automotive
battery system used to drive an automotive rotating electrical
machine.

The battery unit 9 includes a plurality of battery cell groups
GB1,...,GBM,. .. and GBN. The battery cell groups each
include a plurality of serially connected battery cells
BC1~BCA4. In other words, the battery unit 9 includes a plu-
rality of serially connected battery cells. The battery unit in
the embodiment includes numerous battery cells, e. g., sev-
eral tens of battery cells or even several hundred battery cells.
The battery cells in the embodiment are each constituted with
a lithium ion battery.

The terminal voltage at each lithium ion battery cell
changes dependant on the state of charge at the battery cell.
For instance, the terminal voltage at a given battery cell may
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be approximately 3.3 V in a discharged state corresponding to
an SOC of approximately 30% and it may be approximately
3.8 Vin a charged state corresponding to an SOC of approxi-
mately 70%. However, in an over-discharged state, in which
the battery cell has been discharged beyond its normal oper-
ating range, the terminal voltage may fall to 2.5 V or less,
whereas in an over-charged state, in which the battery cell has
been charged beyond its normal operating range, the terminal
voltage may be 4.2 V or higher. The SOC of each of the
plurality of serially connected battery cells BC1~BC4 can be
ascertained by individually measuring the terminal voltages.

In the embodiment, each battery cell group is constituted
with four to six battery cells BC1~BC4, so as to facilitate the
measurement of the terminal voltages at the individual battery
cells BC1~BC12. In the example presented in FIG. 1, each
battery cell group is made up with four battery cells. Namely,
the group GB1, GBM and GBN are each constituted with
battery cells BC1~BC4. While there are battery cell groups
each made up with battery cells are present between the group
GB1 and the group GBM and between the group GBM and
the group GBN, these battery cell groups assume structures
similar to those of the groups GB1, ..., GBM, .. . and GBN
and for purposes of simplification, FIG. 1 does not include an
illustration of the other battery cell groups.

The cell controller 80 includes integrated circuits 3A, . . .,
3M,...and 3N, each provided in correspondence to one of the
groups GB1, ..., GBM, .. .and GBN constituting the battery
unit 9. The integrated circuits each include voltage detection
terminals via which the terminal voltages at the individual
battery cells are detected. The voltage detection terminals V1
through GND at each integrated circuit are connected to the
positive poles and the negative poles of the individual battery
cells constituting the corresponding battery cell group. The
integrated circuit further includes transmission/reception ter-
minals used for signal transmission. The transmission/recep-
tion terminals at the individual integrated circuits are serially
connected as explained later and are connected to a battery
controller 20 through a signal transmission path. This struc-
tural feature is to be described in detail below.

The cell controller 80 includes a plurality of integrated
circuits, e. g., several integrated circuits or several tens of
integrated circuits, each provided in correspondence to a spe-
cific battery cell group. FIG. 1 shows the integrated circuits
(hereafter may be simply referred to as ICs) 3A, . . .,
3M, ... and 3N. While integrated circuits assuming structures
similar to those of the integrated circuits 3A, 3M and 3N are
present between integrated circuits 3A and 3M and between
the integrated circuits 3M and 3N. For purposes of simplifi-
cation, FIG. 1 does not include an illustration of the other
integrated circuits.

The integrated circuits 3A, ..., 3M, ...and 3N respectively
detect the voltages at the battery cells BC1~BC4 constituting
the corresponding battery cell groups GB1, ...,GBM, .. .and
GBN. In addition, in order to achieve uniformity with regard
to the states of charge (SOCs) of the battery cells constituting
all the battery cell groups, the integrated circuits 3A, . . .,
3M, . .. and 3N each assume a structure whereby SOC
adjustment resistors R1~R4 to be used to individually adjust
the SOCs at the battery cells BC1~BC4 are connected in
parallel with the corresponding battery cells via switch ele-
ments. The switch elements are to be described in detail in
reference to FIG. 2.

The integrated circuits 3A, . .., 3M, . . . and 3N have a
function of detecting an abnormal state occurring at any of the
battery cells BC1~BC4 constituting the corresponding bat-
tery cell groups GB1, ..., GBM, . ..and GBN. The integrated
circuits adopt structures identical to one another and each
includes (1) a terminal voltage measurement circuit, (2) an
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SOC adjustment circuit and (3) an abnormal state detection
circuit, for the corresponding battery cells. The term “abnor-
mal state” is used in the description of the embodiment to
refer to an over-charge or an over-discharge of a battery cell,
an abnormal rise in the battery cell temperature or the like.

Signals are exchanged between the integrated circuits
3A,...,3M, ... and 3N and the higher-order battery
controller 20 through a communication harness 50. The bat-
tery controller 20, grounded (GND) at the potential assumed
at the vehicle chassis, operates at a low potential of 12 V or
less. The integrated circuits 3A, ..., 3M, ... and 3N are held
at varying potentials, since the potentials at the battery cells
constituting the corresponding groups are different and thus
operate at different potentials. As described earlier, the ter-
minal voltage at a given battery cell changes based upon its
SOC and thus, the potential at each group relative to the
minimum potential of the battery unit 9 changes in correspon-
dence to the states of charge SOCs. Since the integrated
circuits 3A, . . ., 3M, .. . and 3N each detect the terminal
voltages of the battery cells constituting the corresponding
battery cell group in the battery unit 9 or each executes dis-
charge control or the like to adjust the states of charge SOCs
at the battery cells constituting the corresponding group, the
voltage difference applied to the integrated circuit can be
reduced by adjusting the reference potential of the integrated
circuit based upon the potential of the corresponding group. A
lesser extent of variance among voltages applied to the inte-
grated circuits is advantageous in that a very high level of
voltage withstanding performance does not need to be rigor-
ously pursued with regard to the integrated circuits and in that
better safety and better reliability are assured. Accordingly,
the reference voltage for each integrated circuit is adjusted
based upon the potential at the corresponding group in the
embodiment. By connecting the GND terminal assuming the
reference potential for the integrated circuitto a battery cell in
the corresponding group, the reference potential of the inte-
grated circuit can be altered based upon the potential of the
corresponding group. In the embodiment, a terminal of the
battery cell assuming the lowest potential in the group is
connected to the GND terminal of the integrated circuit.

In addition, in order to allow each integrated circuit to
initially generate a reference voltage and a drive voltage to be
used to engage the internal circuits disposed therein a V1
terminal of the integrated circuit is connected to a positive-
pole terminal of the battery cell assuming the highest poten-
tial in the corresponding group and the GND terminal of the
integrated circuit is connected to a negative-pole terminal of
the battery cell assuming the lowest potential in the group.
The integrated circuits structured as described above is
engaged in operation as a voltage representing the difference
between the highest potential and the lowest potential in the
corresponding group is supplied thereto. The power con-
sumption of the individual integrated circuits is equally dis-
tributed to the battery cells of each of the battery cell groups
in the battery unit 9, thereby reducing the imbalance in the
SOC.

The relationship among the potentials manifesting in the
power supply system for the battery controller 20 and the
relationship among the potentials manifesting in the power
supply system for the cell controller 80 are different from
each other and the values of the voltages generated therein
also differ greatly. Accordingly, the communication harness
50 connected to the battery controller 20 needs to be electri-
cally insulated from transmission paths 52 and 54 through
which the transmission/reception terminals of the individual
integrated circuits 3A, . . ., 3M, . . . and 3N are serially
connected. Such electrical insulation is assured via insulating

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

circuits disposed on the entry sides and the exit sides of the
transmission paths 52 and 54 constituted with the integrated
circuits.

The insulating circuit disposed on the entry side of the
transmission paths 52 and 54 is indicated as an entry-side
interface INT(E), whereas the insulating circuit disposed on
the exit side is indicated as an exit-side interface INT(O). The
interfaces INT(E) and INT(O) each include a circuit via
which an electrical signal is first converted to an light signal
and then the light signal is converted back to an electrical
signal. Information is transmitted via this circuit. As a result,
the electrical circuit of the battery controller 20 and the elec-
trical circuit of the cell controller 80 remain electrically insu-
lated from each other. The entry-side interface INT(E)
includes photocouplers PH 1 and PH2. The photocoupler PH
1 is disposed between a transmission terminal TX of the
battery controller 20 and a reception terminal RX of the
integrated circuit 3A on the high potential side. The photo-
coupler PH 2 is disposed between a transmission terminal
FF-TEST of the battery controller 20 and a reception terminal
FF1 of the integrated circuit 3A. Via the photocouplers PH 1
and PH 2 in the entry-side interface INT(E), the transmission
terminals TX and FF-TEST of the battery controller 20
remain electrically insulated from the reception terminals RX
and FF1 at the integrated circuit 3A and vice versa.

Likewise, photocouplers PH 3 and PH 4 constituting the
exit-side interface INT(O) are disposed between reception
terminals at the battery controller 20 and the low-potential-
side integrated circuit 3N, so as to sustain the reception ter-
minals at the battery controller 20 and the transmission ter-
minals at the integrated circuit 3N in a state of electrical
insulation from each other. More specifically, the photocou-
pler PH 3 is disposed between the transmission terminal TX
of the integrated circuit 3N and the reception terminal RX of
the battery controller 20, whereas the photocoupler PH 4 is
disposed between the transmission terminal FFO of the inte-
grated circuit 3N and the reception terminal FF of the battery
controller 20.

A signal transmitted from the transmission terminal TX of
the battery controller 20 travels through the integrated circuits
3A,...,3M,...and 3N along a looped communication path
and is received at the reception terminal RX. Namely, the
signal transmitted from the transmission terminal TX of the
battery controller 20 is received at the reception terminal RX
of the integrated circuit 3A via the photocoupler PH 1 in the
entry-side interface INT(E), is transmitted from the transmis-
sion terminal TX ofthe integrated circuit 3A, is received at the
reception terminal RX of the integrated circuit 3M, is trans-
mitted from the transmission terminal TX of the integrated
circuit 3M, is received at the reception terminal RX of the
integrated circuit 3N, is transmitted from the transmission
terminal TX ofthe integrated circuit 3N and is finally received
at the reception terminal RX of the battery controller 20 via
the photocoupler PH 3 in the exit-side interface INT(O).
Serial communication is executed via this looped communi-
cation path provided in the cell controller 80. It is to be noted
that measurement values indicating the terminal voltage at
each battery cell, the temperature at the battery cell and the
like are received at the battery controller 20 through the serial
communication. In addition, the integrated circuits 3A
through 3N are each configured so as to automatically enter a
wake-up state upon receiving a command via the transmis-
sion path. Namely, as a communication command 292, to be
detailed later, is transmitted from the battery controller 20, the
integrated circuits 3A through 3N each shift from a sleep state
into an operating state.
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The integrated circuits 3A through 3N each executes an
abnormality diagnosis and transmits a one-bit signal via the
following transmission path in the event of an abnormality.
The integrated circuits 3A through 3N each transmits an
abnormality signal from the transmission terminal FFO ifitis
determined that an abnormality has occurred in the integrated
circuit itself or if a signal indicating an abnormality, transmit-
ted from the preceding integrated circuit is received at the
reception terminal FFI. If, on the other hand, a signal indicat-
ing an abnormality, which has already been received at the
reception terminal FFI, disappears or if an abnormal decision
having been made with regard to the subject integrated circuit
is switched to a normal decision, the abnormality signal to be
transmitted from the transmission terminal FFO disappears.
The abnormality signal used in the embodiment is a one-bit
signal. While the battery controller 20 does not transmit an
abnormality signal to the integrated circuits, it transmits a test
signal, 1. e., a dummy abnormality signal to be used in diag-
nosis of the abnormality signal transmission path for the
correct operating state, from a terminal FF-TEST of the bat-
tery controller 20. Next, the transmission path is described.

The test signal, i. e., the dummy abnormality signal, is
transmitted from the transmission terminal FFTEST of the
battery controller 20 to the reception terminal FFI of the
integrated circuit 3A via the photocoupler PH 2 in the entry-
side interface INT(E). In response to the signal, a signal
indicating an abnormality (hereafter referred to as an abnor-
mality signal) is transmitted from the transmission terminal
FFO of the integrated circuit 3A to the reception terminal FFI
of the next integrated circuit, . . . and is transmitted to the
reception terminal FFI of the integrated circuit 3M. The
abnormality signal, transmitted in sequence as described
above, is ultimately transmitted to the reception terminal FF
of the battery controller 20 via the photocoupler PH 4 in the
exit-side interface INT(O) from the transmission terminal
FFO ofintegrated circuit 3N. As long as the transmission path
is working normally, the dummy abnormality signal transmit-
ted from the battery controller 20 returns to the reception
terminal FF of the battery controller 20 via the communica-
tion path. The communication path diagnosis can be thus
executed as the dummy abnormality signal is transmitted and
received at the battery controller 20, as described above,
ensuring an improvement in the system reliability. In addi-
tion, as explained earlier, an integrated circuit transmits an
abnormality signal to the succeeding integrated circuit upon
detecting an abnormal state so as to report the abnormal state
quickly to the battery controller 20 without requiring the
battery controller 20 to issue a transmission request. As a
result, the optimal action for correcting the abnormality can
be taken promptly.

While the signals are invariably passed on from the inte-
grated circuit 3A corresponding to the high potential group in
the battery unit 9 toward the integrated circuit 3N correspond-
ing to the low potential group in the battery unit 9 in the
description provided above, this transmission sequence sim-
ply represents an example. For instance, a signal may instead
be transmitted from the battery controller 20 to the integrated
circuit 3N corresponding to the low potential group in the
battery unit 9, then transmitted to the individual integrated
circuits (including the integrated circuit 3M) corresponding
to higher potential groups in sequence and transmitted to the
battery controller 20 via the interface INT from the integrated
circuit 3A corresponding to the highest potential group. The
transmission path in accordance with a potential change from
the high-potential side to the low-potential side or vice versa
is configured so as to eliminate the need for insulation means
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such as photocouplers among the integrated circuits. Thus,
the transmission path is assured simply and inexpensively.

Inthe DC power supply system shown in FIG. 1, DC power
is supplied to a load such as the inverter via a positive pole-
side relay RLP and a negative pole-side relay RLN. The
battery controller 20 or the inverter executes open/close con-
trol of the relays RLP and RLN as an abnormality is detected
by an integrated circuit.

The battery controller 20 receives the output from an
ammeter Si, detects the electrical current supplied from the
overall battery unit 9 to the inverter and also detects the DC
voltage applied to the inverter from the battery unit 9 based
upon the output from a voltmeter Vd.

(Integrated Circuits)

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an electronic circuit represent-
ing an example of the integrated circuit 3A. As explained
earlier, the integrated circuits 3A, ..., 3M,...and 3N adopt
structures identical to one another. In other words, the inte-
grated circuits other than the integrated circuit 3A, too, may
assume the structure shown in FIG. 2. The integrated circuit
3AinFIG. 2 is connected to the battery cells BC1~BC4 in the
group GB1 in the battery unit 9 corresponding to the particu-
lar integrated circuit. The integrated circuits other than the
integrated circuit 3A, too, are connected to the corresponding
groups in the battery unit 9 and are engaged in similar opera-
tion. It is to be noted that while the integrated circuit 3A and
the resistors R1~R4 are all disposed in the cell controller 80 as
shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 2 does not include an illustration of the
cell controller 80.

Input-side terminals of the integrated circuit 3A are con-
nected to the battery cells BC1~BC4 constituting the group
GBI1. The positive-pole terminal of the battery cell BC1 is
connected to an input circuit 116 via an input terminal V1.
The input circuit 116 includes multiplexers as described
below. The negative-pole terminal of the battery cell BC1,
which is also the positive-pole terminal of the battery cell
BC2, is connected to the input circuit 116 via an input termi-
nal V2; The negative-pole terminal of the battery cell BC2,
which is also the positive-pole terminal of the battery cell
BC3, is connected to the input circuit 116 via an input termi-
nal V3; and the negative-pole terminal of the battery cell BC3,
which is also the positive-pole terminal of the battery cell
BC4, is connected to the input circuit 116 via an input termi-
nal V4. The negative-pole terminal of the battery cell BC4 is
connected to the GND terminal of the integrated circuit 3A.

The power source circuit 121, which may be constituted
with, for instance, a DC/DC converter, converts power from
the individual battery cells BC1~BC4 to predetermined con-
stant voltages. These voltages are supplied to the various
circuits within the integrated circuit 3A to be used as drive
power or supplied to a comparator circuit where it is used as
a comparison reference voltage when judging the current
state.

The voltage detection circuit 122 includes a circuit that
converts the terminal voltage at each of the battery cells
BC1~BC4 to a digital value. The terminal voltages having
been converted to digital values are provided to an IC control
circuit 123 where they are held in an internal storage circuit
125. These voltage values are used in the diagnosis and the
like and are also transmitted to the battery controller 20
shown in FIG. 1 from a communication circuit 127.

The IC control circuit 123, equipped with an arithmetic
operation function, includes the storage circuit 125, a power
management circuit 124 and a timing control circuit 252 that
cyclically detects various voltages and executes a state diag-
nosis. In the storage circuit 125, which may be constituted
with, for instance, a register circuit, the terminal voltages at
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the battery cells BC1~BC4 detected by the voltage detection
circuit 122 are stored in correspondence to the individual
battery cells BC1~BC4. In addition, other detection values
are held in the storage circuit 125 at predetermined addresses
so that they can be read out as necessary. The power manage-
ment circuit 124 assumes a structure that enables it to manage
the state of the power source circuit 121.

The communication circuit 127 is connected to the IC
control circuit 123 and thus, the IC control circuit 123 is able
to receive a signal originating from an external sender outside
the integrated circuit 3A via the communication circuit 127.
For instance, the communication command originating from
the battery controller 20 can be received at the RX terminal
via the photocoupler PH 1 in the entry-side interface INT(E).
The communication command is then transferred from the
communication circuit 127 to the IC control circuit 123, and
is decoded at the IC control circuit 125, which then executes
processing corresponding to the contents of the communica-
tion command. Such a communication command may be a
communication command requesting the measurement val-
ues indicating the terminal voltages at the battery cells
BC1~BC4, a communication command requesting a dis-
charge operation to be executed in order to adjust the SOCs at
the individual battery cells BC1~BC4, a communication
command (wake-up) for starting operation of the integrated
circuit 3A, a communication command (sleep) for stopping
operation of the integrated circuit 3A or a communication
command requesting address setting.

As shown in FIG. 2, the positive-pole terminal of the bat-
tery cell BC1 is connected to a terminal B1 of the integrated
circuit 3A via the resistor R1. A balancing switch 129A is
disposed between the terminal B1 and the terminal V2. An
operating state detection circuit 128A that detects the oper-
ating state of the balancing switch 129A is connected in
parallel to the balancing switch 129A. A discharge control
circuit 132 executes open/close control for the balancing
switch 129A. Likewise, the positive-pole terminal of the bat-
tery cell BC2 is connected to a terminal B2 via the resistor R2
and abalancing switch 129B is disposed between the terminal
B2 and the terminal V3. An operating state detection circuit
128B that detects the operating state of the balancing switch
1298 is connected in parallel to the balancing switch 129B. A
discharge control circuit 132 executes open/close control for
the balancing switch 129A.

The positive-pole terminal of the battery cell BC3 is con-
nected to a terminal B3 via the resistor R3 and a balancing
switch 129C is disposed between the terminal B3 and the
terminal V4. An operating state detection circuit 128C that
detects the operating state of the balancing switch 129C is
connected in parallel to the balancing switch 129C. The dis-
charge control circuit 132 executes open/close control for the
balancing switch 129C. The positive-pole terminal of the
battery cell BC4 is connected to a terminal B4 via the resistor
R4 and a balancing switch 129D is disposed between the
terminal B4 and the terminal GND. An operating state detec-
tion circuit 128D that detects the operating state of the bal-
ancing switch 129D is connected in parallel to the balancing
switch 129D. The discharge control circuit 132 executes
open/close control for the balancing switch 129D.

The operating state detection circuits 128 A~128D repeat-
edly detect the voltages at the two terminals at the respective
balancing switches 129A~129D over predetermined cycles
s0 as to determine whether or not the balancing switches
129A 129D are in a normal state. The SOCs of the battery
cells BC1~-BC4 are adjusted via the balancing switches
129A~129D respectively. This means that if an abnormality
occurs at any of these switches, the SOC of the corresponding
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battery cell cannot be controlled, giving rise to an over-charge
or an over-discharged state in the particular battery cell. Any
one of the balancing switches 129 A~129D may be detected to
be in an abnormal state if, for instance, the voltage between
the terminals at the balancing switch, which should be in a
continuous state, matches the terminal voltage at the corre-
sponding battery cell. Under such circumstances, the balanc-
ing switch has failed to enter the continuous state in response
to a control signal. Also, if the voltage between the terminals
ata given balancing switch, which should be in an open state,
indicates a value lower than that of the terminal voltage at the
corresponding battery cell, the particular balancing switch
can be assumed to be continuous regardless of the control
signal. The switch operating state detection circuits
128A~128D may be voltage detection circuits each consti-
tuted with a differential amplifier or the like. The terminal
voltages are compared with a predetermined voltage used for
purposes of making the decision described above at an abnor-
mality decision-making circuit 131 to be detailed later.

Via the balancing switches 129A~129D, which may each
be constituted with, for instance, a MOSFET, the power hav-
ing accumulated in the corresponding battery cells BC1~BC4
is discharged. An electrical load such as an inverter is con-
nected to the battery unit 9 constituted with numerous serially
connected battery cells and an electrical current is supplied to
the electrical load from the entire assembly of serially con-
nected battery cells. In addition, the battery unit 9 is charged
with an electrical current supplied from the electrical load to
all the battery cells connected in series. If the serially con-
nected battery cells assume varying states of charge (SOCs),
the current supplied to the electrical load is regulated in
correspondence to the state of the battery cell at the most
advanced stage of discharge among the battery cells. The
current supplied from the electrical load, on the other hand, is
regulated in correspondence to the state of the battery cell at
the most advanced stage of charge among the battery cells.

The balancing switch 129 connected to any battery cell
assuming an SOC exceeding the average state among the
numerous serially connected battery cells is set in a continu-
ous state so as to supply a discharge current via the serially
connected registers. As a result, the states of charge of the
serially connected battery cells are controlled toward equal-
ization. An alternative method whereby the battery cell in the
most advanced stage of discharge is assigned as a reference
cell and the discharge time for a given battery cell is deter-
mined based upon the difference relative to the SOC of the
reference cell may be adopted. There are various other meth-
ods that may be adopted for SOC adjustment. The SOC of
each battery cell can be determined through arithmetic opera-
tion executed based upon the terminal voltage at the battery
cell. There is a correlation between the SOC of the battery cell
and the terminal voltage at the battery cell and, accordingly,
by controlling the balancing switches 129 so as to equalize the
terminal voltages at the battery cells, the SOCs of the battery
cells can be substantially equalized.

The voltage between the source and the drain at the FET
constituting each balancing switch, detected via the corre-
sponding operating state detection circuit among the operat-
ing state detection circuits 128 A~128D, is output to a poten-
tial conversion circuit 130. Different potentials are set
between the sources and the drains at the individual FETSs
relative to the reference potential at the integrated circuit 3A,
and for this reason, accurate judgment cannot be made by
comparing the initial voltage values. Accordingly, the poten-
tials are adjusted at the potential conversion circuit 130 before
undergoing abnormality decision-making at the abnormality
decision-making circuit 131. The potential conversion circuit
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130 also has a function of selecting the diagnosis target bal-
ancing switch 129 based upon a control signal provided from
the IC control circuit 123. The voltage at the selected balanc-
ing switch 129 is provided to the abnormality decision-mak-
ing circuit 131. Based upon a control signal provided from the
IC control circuit 123, the abnormality decision-making cir-
cuit 131 compares the voltage measured between the termi-
nals at the diagnosis target balancing switch 129, indicated in
the signal from the potential conversion circuit 130, with a
decision-making voltage and makes a decision as to whether
or not an abnormality has occurred at the target balancing
switch among the balancing switches 129A~129D.

A command signal for setting the balancing switch 129,
corresponding to the battery cell to be discharged, in a con-
tinuous state is transmitted from the IC control circuit 123 to
the discharge control circuit 132. Based upon this command
signal, the discharge control circuit 132 outputs a signal
equivalent to a gate voltage at which the balancing switches
129A~129D constituted with MOSFETs as explained earlier,
enter the continuous state. The IC control circuit 123, upon
receiving through communication a discharge time command
indicating the discharge time corresponding to the specific
battery cell from the battery controller 20 in FIG. 1, executes
the discharge operation described above.

The abnormality decision-making circuit 131 detects
whether or not an abnormality has occurred at any of the
balancing switches 129A~129D.

The IC control circuit 123 outputs an abnormality signal
indicating that an abnormality has occurred at any of the
balancing switches 129A~129D from the one-bit transmis-
sion terminal FFO of the communication circuit 127 and the
abnormality signal is subsequently transmitted to the battery
controller 20 via the communication circuits 127 at the other
integrated circuits. In addition, the IC control circuit 123
transmits information indicating that an abnormality has
occurred at a balancing switch among the balancing switches
129A~129D and information enabling identification of the
abnormal balancing switch to the battery controller 20 via the
transmission terminal TX at the communication circuit 127.

(Communication Means)

FIG. 3 illustrates a method that may be adopted to transmit
and receive communication commands at the individual inte-
grated circuits 3A, ..., 3M, ... and 3N. FIG. 3(a) shows a
signal 3A-RX received at the terminal RX of the integrated
circuit 3A, a signal 3A-TX transmitted from the terminal TX
of the integrated circuit 3A, a signal 3B-RX received at the
terminal RX of the succeeding integrated circuit 3B, a signal
3B-TX transmitted from the terminal TX of the integrated
circuit 3B, a signal 3C-RX received at the terminal RX of the
succeeding integrated circuit 3C and a signal 3C-TX trans-
mitted from the terminal TX of the integrated circuit 3C.

The signal 3A-TX is split between a resistor RA within the
integrated circuit 3A and a resistor RB within the integrated
circuit 3B, and thus the signal 3B-RX is generated. The signal
3B-TX is split between a resistor RB' within the integrated
circuit 3B and a resistor RC within the integrated circuit 3C,
and thus the signal 3C-RX is generated. The subsequent
transmission signals are likewise each split via the individual
resistors within the integrated circuits connected in series
along the communication path, thereby determining the
potential of the corresponding reception signal.

FIG. 3(b) indicates the potential levels of the signals
3A-RX, 3A-TX, 3B-RX, 3B-TX, 3C-RX and 3C-TX.

As indicated in the figure, in a downstream-side group the
voltage threshold value is set to a level matching half'the total
of'the sum of voltages at the four battery cells and the sum of
voltages at the two battery cells. If the signal from the termi-
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nal TX of the integrated circuit 3A is judged with a threshold
value similar to that of the integrated circuit 3A in reference
to voltages at battery cells controlled by the integrated circuit
3B, the low level of the signal will equal the half of the total
voltage at the integrated circuit 3B, which is bound to lead to
problems. Such problematic situation can be avoided by set-
ting the threshold values as described above. It is to be noted
that while the explanation is given above by assuming that the
signals are transmitted from the higher potential-side toward
the lower potential-side, signals may instead be transmitted
from the lower potential-side toward the higher potential-side
by shifting the signal levels through splitting via resistors in a
similar manner.

(Diagnosis and Measurement: (1) Overview of Operation
Schedule)

FIG. 4 illustrates the timing with which the measurement
operation is executed. The integrated circuit 3A in FIG. 2 has
a function of executing a diagnosis operation together with a
measurement operation. It repeatedly executes measurement
with the operational timing shown in FIG. 4 and also executes
the diagnosis synchronously with the measurement. It is to be
noted that while the groups GB1~GBN constituting the bat-
tery unit 9 each include four battery cells in the embodiment
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the integrated circuits 3A~3N are
each capable of handling up to six battery cells. In other
words, the number of battery cells in each of the groups
GB1~GBN can be increased up to six. Accordingly, the tim-
ing diagram presented in FIG. 4 indicates the timing with
which the operation is executed in conjunction with six bat-
tery cells.

At the integrated circuits 3A~3N disposed in correspon-
dence to the specific groups GB1~GBN, as shown in FIG. 1,
the numbers of battery cells constituting the corresponding
groups GB1~GBN are set. As a result, each of the integrated
circuits 3A 3N is able to generate stage signals corresponding
to the number of battery cells constituting the specific group.
This structure allows the groups GB1~GBN to be constituted
with varying numbers of battery cells, which, in turn,
increases the level of freedom in design and enables high-
speed processing.

As explained above, FIG. 4 illustrates the timing with
which the diagnosis operation and the measurement opera-
tion are executed. The timing of the measurement operation,
the measurement cycles and the diagnosis operation are man-
aged by a startup circuit 254 and a stage counter unit consti-
tuted with a first stage counter 256 and a second stage counter
258. The stage counters 256 and 258 generate control signals
(timing signals) to be used to manage the overall operation of
the integrated circuit 3A. While the stage counters 256 and
258 are not separate entities in reality, they are shown as
separate counters in the figure for ease of comprehension. The
stage counter unit may be a standard counter or it may be
constituted with a shift register.

Upon (1) receiving at the terminal RX a communication
command indicating a wake-up request, transmitted through
the transmission path, (2) reaching a predetermined voltage
as a power source voltage from the IC power source in the
integrated circuit is supplied thereto or (3) receiving a signal
indicating that the vehicle starter switch (key switch) has been
turned on, the startup circuit 254 outputs a reset signal to the
first and second stage counters 256 and 258, thereby initial-
izing the stage counters 256 and 258. The startup circuit also
outputs a clock signal with a predetermined frequency.
Namely, under the conditions described in any of (1)~(3)
above, the integrated circuit 3A executes the measurement
operation and the diagnosis operation. If, on the other hand, a
communication command indicating a sleep request is
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received through the transmission path or the communication
command is not received over a predetermined length of time
ormore, the startup circuit 254 stops outputting the clock with
the timing with which the stage counters 256 and 258 resume
the reset state, i. e., the initial state. As the clock output stops,
the stage progress also stops and thus, the execution of the
measurement operation and the diagnosis operation enters the
stopped state.

Upon receiving the clock signal provided from the startup
circuit 254, the first stage counter 256 outputs a count value to
be used to control the processing timing with which the pro-
cessing is executed within each period (each of the [STGCal
RES] phase~the [STGPSBG measurement| phase, to be
described in detail later) of each stage. A decoder 257 gener-
ates a timing signal STG1 to be used to control the processing
timing with which the processing is executed in each period
according to the count value provided from the first stage
counter 256. As the count value at the second stage counter
258 progresses, the period in the corresponding stage is
switched from the left-hand side stage to the right-hand side
stage in an operation table 260. A decoder 259 outputs a stage
signal STG2 to be used to select a specific stage and period
according to the count value at the second stage counter 258.

The first stage counter 256 is a low-order counter. The
second stage counter 258 is a high-order counter. During the
count value at the second stage counter 258 is “0000” and the
count value at the first stage counter 256 is “0000”-“1111,”
the stage signal STG2 indicating the RES phase of the stage
STGCal (hereafter referred to as the [STGCal RES] phase) is
output from the decoder 259. All processing executed during
the [STGCal RES] phase is executed based upon the timing
signal STG1 output from the decoder 257 based upon the
count value “0000-“1111” at the first stage counter 256.

It is to be noted that in FIG. 4 the first stage counter 256 is
shown in a simplified manner as a 4-bit counter. However, the
number of bits is not limited to the above. For instance, if the
first stage counter 256 is a 8-bit counter and a different pro-
cessing operation is executed per each count, 256 types of
processing can be executed. As in the case of the first stage
counter 256, numerous processing are enabled through
numerous counts enabled at the second stage counter 258.

When the count value at the first stage counter 256 reaches
“1111,” the [STGCal RES] phase ends. Then, the count value
at the second stage counter 258 becomes “0001” and the
[STGCal measurement| phase starts. During the [STGCal
measurement| phase in which the count value at the second
stage counter 258 is “0001,” all processing is executed based
upon the timing signal STG1 output from the decoder 257
based upon the count value “0000”~“1111" at the first stage
counter 256. When the count value at the first stage counter
256 reaches “1111,” the [STGCal measurement] phase ends.
Then, the count value at the second stage counter 258
becomes “0010” and the [STGCV1 RES] phase starts. When
the count value at the first stage counter 256 reaches “1111”
in the [STGCV1 RES] phase, the [STGCV1 RES] phase
ends. Then, the count value at the second stage counter 258
becomes “0011” and the [STGCV1 measurement| phase
starts.

Starting from the [STGCal RES] phase in FIG. 4, the
operation period is thus switched to the right-hand side stage
in the operation table 260 as the count value at the second
stage counter 258 progresses. As the [STGPSGB measure-
ment] phase ends, the basic operation ends. As the count value
at the second stage counter 258 progresses again, the [STG-
Cal RES] phase starts again.

It is to be noted that in the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
2, the groups GB1 GBN constituting the battery unit 9 are
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each made up with four battery cells and accordingly, stages
STGCVS5 and STGCV6 in the operation table 260 may either
be skipped and remain unused. In other words, the presence of
the stages STGCV5 and STGCV 6 is not relevant in the opera-
tion table 260. If a specific count value is forcibly set at the
second stage counter 258, the processing is executed at the
phase corresponding to the specific count value.

(Diagnosis and Measurement: (2) Diagnosis and Measure-
ment in Each Stage)

Next, details of the measurement and the diagnosis
executed at each of the stages listed in row 260Y1 of the
operation table 260 of FIG. 4 are explained. As described
above, each of the stages includes the RES phase and the
measurement phase. The diagnosis operation is executed dur-
ing the RES phase. The measurement operation, the diagnosis
operation, and the diagnosis for the measurement target based
upon the measured value are executed during the measure-
ment phase. Circles in rows 260Y3~260Y9 of the table 260
indicate that the individual diagnosis sessions listed in the
individual rows are executed during the periods on which the
circles are marked. These diagnosis sessions are self-diag-
noses executed for the control device including the integrated
circuit, i.e., self-diagnoses for the measurement system or the
battery cell discharge control system shown in FIG. 2.

Itis to be noted that during the RES phase of each stage, an
analog/digital converter 122 A to be used for the measurement
is initialized in addition to executing the diagnosis for the
sessions on which the circles are marked in the list. In the
present embodiment, the analog/digital converter 122A
adopting a charge/discharge method in conjunction with a
capacitor is used so as to lessen the adverse effect of noise.
The electrical charge having been accumulated at the capaci-
tor during the previous operation is discharged during this
RES phase. During the measurement phase at each of the
stages listed in row 260Y2, measurement is executed via the
analog/digital converter 122A and diagnosis is executed for
the measurement target based upon the measured value.

During the RES phase at the stage STGCal, the self-diag-
noses shown in rows 260Y6,260Y7,and 260Y9 are primarily
executed. In the self-diagnosis listed in row 260Y 6, diagnosis
(HVMUX) is executed for the input circuit 116, which func-
tions as a multiplexer. In the self-diagnosis listed in row
260Y7, diagnosis (HVMUX signal selection) is executed for
a switching circuit that executes a switching operation for the
input circuit 116. In the self-diagnosis listed in row 260Y9,
diagnosis of a selection signal (a selection signal used at a
current value storage circuit 274 or a reference value storage
circuit 278 in FIG. 6) used in the digital comparison operation
within the integrated circuit is executed.

During the measurement phase at the stage STGCal, the
self-diagnoses shown in rows 260Y3,260Y5,260Y7,260Y8,
and 260Y9 are executed. In the self-diagnosis listed in row
260Y3, a measurement of the terminal voltage at the balanc-
ing switch 129 used to adjust the SOC of a specific battery cell
and a diagnosis for the balancing switch 129 are executed. In
the self-diagnosis listed in row 260Y5, a diagnosis for the
digital comparator circuit within the integrated circuit is
executed. In the diagnosis listed in row 260Y8, a diagnosis is
executed to determine whether or not the circuit that gener-
ates a threshold value to be used to detect an over-charged
state of a battery cell is in the normal state. If an abnormality
occurs at the threshold value generating circuit, an accurate
over-charge diagnosis cannot be executed. The diagnosis ses-
sions in rows 260Y7 and 260Y9 are as described above. It is
to be noted that the individual diagnosis sessions listed in row
260Y7 and the sessions listed in row 260Y9 are all executed
during the RES phase and the measurement phase at all the
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stages. However, these diagnosis cycles simply represent
examples and the diagnoses may be executed over longer
intervals instead of at each stage.

During the measurement phase at the stages
STGCV1~STGCV6, the voltages at the terminals of the bat-
tery cells are measured in sequence and the diagnosis is
executed based upon the values obtained through the mea-
surement as to whether any of the battery cells may be at risk
of over-charge or over-discharge. The over-charge/over-dis-
charge diagnosis is executed with safety margins so as to
prevent the battery cells from entering an over-charged state
or an over-discharged state. It is to be noted that when each of
the subject battery cell group GB1~GBN is made up with four
battery cells, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the stages STGCV5
and STGCV6 are skipped. During the measurement phase at
the stage STGVDD, the output voltage from the power circuit
121 is measured as shown in FIG. 2. During the measurement
phase at the stage STGTEM, the voltage output at the ther-
mometer is measured. During the measurement phase at the
stage STGPSBG, the reference voltage is measured.

During the RES phases at the stages STGCV1~STGPSBG,
a diagnosis operation similar to that executed during the RES
phase at the stage STGCal is executed. Moreover, in any of
the measurement phase at the stages STGCV1~STGTEM,
the diagnosis sessions shown in rows 260Y7 and 260Y9 are
executed. During the measurement phase at the stage
STGPSBG, the diagnosis session listed in row 260Y4 is
executed. This diagnosis session includes the diagnosis as to
whether or not the analog circuits and the analog/digital con-
verter within the integrated circuit and the referenced voltage
generating circuit are together operating in a normal state.
Furthermore, the diagnosis sessions shown in rows 260Y7
and 260Y9 are executed during the measurement phase at the
stage STGPSBG. The voltage output from the referenced
voltage generating circuit assumes a known voltage value,
and if the results of voltage value measurement do not indi-
cate a value within a predetermined range, it is determined
that an abnormality has occurred at one of the circuits listed
above. Under such circumstances, execution of control is
judged to be avoided.

(Diagnosis and Measurement: (3) Measurement of Battery
Cell Terminal Voltages)

FIG. 5 shows the measurement circuit and the diagnosis
circuit. The input circuit 116 is a circuit that functions as a
multiplexer and is provided with multiplexers 118 and 120 as
described below. The signals STG1 and STG2 are input to the
input circuit 116 via the decoders 257 and 259 shown in FIG.
4. Based upon the signals, a selection operation is executed by
the multiplexer. In the multiplexer diagnosis (HVMUX), the
output signal of a differential amplifier 262 of the voltage
detection circuit 122 is taken into a diagnosis circuit 160,
executing the diagnosis described below. For example, for
measuring the voltage at the battery cell BC1, selecting the
terminals V1 and V2 causes the voltage at the battery cell BC1
to be output from the input circuit 116 to the voltage detection
circuit 122. A battery cell terminal voltage measurement is
now explained.

The voltage detection circuit 122 includes the differential
amplifier 262 and the analog/digital converter 122 A. It should
be noted that since the battery cells BC1~BC4 (or BC1~BC6)
are serially connected, the negative potential of each of the
terminal voltages is different from each other. The differential
amplifier 262 is used to equalize the reference potential
(GND potential in each integrated circuit 3A~3N). The out-
put from the differential amplifier 262 is digitized by the
analog/digital converter 122A and the digitized output is then
output to an averaging circuit 264. The averaging circuit 264
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determines the average value of the values indicated in the
results of a predetermined number of measurements. The
average value thus calculated is held at a register CELL1 in
the current value storage circuit 274 as for the battery cell
BC1. The averaging circuit 264 calculates the average value
of the values obtained through a predetermined number of
measurements indicated at an averaging control circuit 263
and the average value output from the averaging circuitis held
at the current value storage circuit 274 mentioned earlier. If
the averaging control circuit 263 indicates 1, the output from
the analog/digital converter 122A is directly held at the reg-
ister CELL1 in the current value storage circuit 274 without
undergoing averaging operation. If, on the other hand, the
averaging control circuit 263 indicates 4, the values indicated
in the results of the four measurements of the terminal voltage
at the battery cell BC1 are averaged and the average value is
held at the register CELL1 in the current value storage circuit
274. While four measurements need to be executed initially at
the corresponding stages shown in FIG. 4 in order to calculate
the average value of the four measurement values, the aver-
aging operation at the averaging circuit 264 can be subse-
quently executed following each measurement session by
using the four measurement values indicated in the most
recent measurement results. As explained earlier, the adverse
effectofnoise can be eliminated via the averaging circuit 264,
which calculates the average value of a predetermined num-
ber of measurement values. The DC power from the battery
unit 9 shown in FIG. 1 is supplied to the inverter where it is
converted to AC power. As the DC power is converted to AC
power at the inverter, current on/off operation is executed at
high speed, generating significant noise. The adverse effect of
such noise can be reduced by the averaging circuit 264.

The digital value indicating the terminal voltage at the
battery cell BC1, resulting from the digital conversion, is held
at the register CELL1 in the current value storage circuit 274.
The measurement operation described above is executed dur-
ing the [STGCV1 measurement| phase shown in FIG. 4.
Subsequently, the diagnosis operation is executed based upon
the measurement value during the measurement phase at the
stage STGCV1. During the diagnosis operation, over-charge
diagnosis and over-discharge diagnosis are executed. The
digital value indicating the terminal voltage at the battery cell
BC1 is held at the register CELL1 in the current value storage
circuit 274. Then, a digital multiplexer 272 reads out the
terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 from the register
CELL1 in the current value storage circuit 274 and transmits
it to a digital comparator 270. In addition, a digital multi-
plexer 276 reads out an over-charge decision-making refer-
ence value OC from the reference value storage circuit 278
and transmits it to the digital comparator 270. The digital
comparator 270 compares the terminal voltage at the battery
cell BC1 having been read from the register CELL1 with the
over-charge decision-making reference value OC and if the
terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 is greater than the
over-charge decision-making reference value OC, it sets a
flag [MF flag] indicating an abnormality at a flag storage
circuit 284. It also sets a flag [OC flag] indicating an over-
charge. Occurrence of an actual over-charged state is rare
since control is executed so as to prevent such an eventuality.
However, the diagnosis is executed repeatedly in order to
guarantee a required level of reliability.

Following the over-charge diagnosis, the over-discharge
diagnosis is executed. The digital multiplexer 272 reads out
the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 from the register
CELL1 in the current value storage circuit 274 and transmits
it to the digital comparator 270. In addition, the digital mul-
tiplexer 276 reads out an over-discharge decision-making
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reference value OD from the reference value storage circuit
278 and transmits it to the digital comparator 270. The digital
comparator 270 compares the terminal voltage at the battery
cell BC1 having been read from the register CELL1 with the
over-discharge decision-making reference value OD and if
the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 is less than the
over-discharge decision-making reference value OD, it sets
the flag [MF flag] indicating an abnormality at the flag storage
circuit 284. It also sets a flag [OD flag] indicating an over-
discharge. As in the case of over-charge diagnosis, the control
is executed so as to preempt a situation in which an over-
discharged state actually occurs, such an over-discharge
hardly ever manifests. However, the diagnosis is executed
repeatedly in order to guarantee a required level of reliability.

The explanation provided above relates to the measure-
ment and the diagnosis executed for the battery cell BC1
during the measurement phase at the stage STGCV1 in FIG.
4. Likewise, the input circuit 116 in FIG. 5 selects the terminal
voltage at the battery cell BC2 and outputs the selected ter-
minal voltage to the voltage detection circuit 122 at the next
stage STGCV2. The terminal voltage is digitized at the volt-
age detection circuit 122, the average value is calculated at the
averaging circuit 264 and the average value is held at the
register CELL2 in the current value storage circuit 274. The
digital comparator 270 then compares the terminal voltage at
the battery cell BC2 read out from the register CELL2 by the
digital multiplexer 272 with the over-charge decision-making
reference value OC and also the terminal voltage at the battery
cell BC2 is compared with the over-discharge decision-mak-
ing reference value OD. An abnormal state is judged through
the comparison of the terminal voltage with the over-charge
decision-making reference value OC and the comparison of
the terminal voltage with the over-discharge decision-making
reference value OD. If it is judged to be an abnormal state, the
flag [MF flag] indicating an abnormality is set and the flag
[OC flag] or the flag [OD flag] indicating the cause of the
abnormality is also set in the flag storage circuit 284.

Subsequently, the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC3
is measured and the over-charge/over-discharge diagnosis is
executed for the battery cell BC3 during the measurement
phase at the stage STGCV3 in FIG. 4. The terminal voltage at
the battery cell BC4 is measured and the over-charge/over-
discharge diagnosis is executed for the battery cell BC4 dur-
ing the measurement phase at the stage STGCV4 in FIG. 4.

(Diagnosis and Measurement: (4) Diagnosis)

The following is an explanation for the multiplexer diag-
nosis shown in row 260Y 6 from among the diagnosis sessions
to be executed during the RES phase at each of the stages
shown in FIG. 4.

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of a multiplexer diagnosis operation
will now be described in reference to FIGS. 6, 33, and 34.
FIG. 33 shows a circuit that relates to the multiplexer diag-
nosis from among the circuits shown in FIG. 5. The input
circuit 116 is an internal logic of the integrated circuits
3A~3N shown in FIG. 1 and is provided with the multiplexers
118 and 120. Z1~74 are devices or circuits that generate a
given constant voltage. Zener diodes are used herein. Each of
the Zener diodes Z1~74 generates the constant voltage Vz at
both ends by the current flowing through a constant current
circuit 117. The Zener voltage Vz at each of the Zener diodes
71~74 is equally set.

The diagnosis circuit 160 is provided with a voltage com-
parator circuit 162, ajudgment circuit 164, an OR circuit 166,
and voltage sources VH and VL. The signals STG1 and STG2
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are input to the input circuit 116 and the diagnosis circuit 160.
Operations of switches (described later) provided in the input
circuit 116 and the diagnosis circuit 160 are executed accord-
ing to instructions by the signals STG1 and STG2. It is to be
noted that FIG. 33 shows the state of a multiplexer 120 at the
stage STGCV1.

As row 260Y6 of FIG. 4 shows, the diagnosis for the
multiplexer 120 is executed at all the periods (RES phases and
measurement phases) of the stage STGCal the stage
STGPSBG. Each of the periods at the stages
STGCV1~STGCV4 will now be described as a representa-
tive example. In the measurement phase at each of the stages
STGCV1~STGCV4, the measurement of the terminal volt-
ages at the battery cells is executed after the multiplexer 120
is assured through a diagnosis to operate in the normal state.
The measurements during the measurement phases at the
stage STGCal, the stage STGVDD~the stage STGPSBG are
executed similarly: measurement is executed after the multi-
plexer 120 is assured to operate in the normal state.

FIG. 6 presents the operations at the stage STGCV1~the
stage STGCV4, progressing from the left-hand side stage to
the right-hand side stage in the table as time progresses. The
input circuit 116 and the diagnosis circuit 160 are instructed
by the STG1 and STG2 signals to execute the switch connect-
ing operation as shown. The stage STGCV1 will now be
explained. As for the multiplexer 120, a switch SB1 is con-
nected to a contact point MB1 and a switch SB2 is connected
to a contact point MB2 during both of the RES phase and the
measurement phase at the stage STGCV1. As for the multi-
plexer 118, on the other hand, a switch SA1 is connected to a
contact point MA1 during the RES phase, and the switch SA1
is connected to a contact point MA2 during the measurement
phase. Other switches SA2~SA4 of the multiplexer 118 are in
an open state during any of the phases.

The multiplexer diagnosis operation will now be described
in reference to FIGS. 33 and 34. When the switch SA1 is
connected to the contact point MA1 during the RES phase of
the stage STGCV1, the Zener voltage Vz of the Zener diode
71 is input to the multiplexer 120. The then output voltage
from the multiplexer 120 is input to the voltage comparator
circuit 162 via the differential amplifier 262. Since the battery
cells BC1~BC4 (or BC1~BC6) are serially connected, the
negative potential of each of the terminal voltages is different
from each other. Therefore, as described above, the differen-
tial amplifier 262 is used to equalize the reference potential
(GND potential in each of the integrated circuits 3A~3N).

A switch SC1 of'the voltage comparator circuit 162 is set in
a continuous state during the [STGCV1 RES] phase, in which
the multiplexer diagnosis is executed. A switch SD1 is con-
nected to the voltage source VH for comparing the higher
limit so as to verify whether or not the output voltage Vm from
the multiplexer 120 equals to the Zener voltage Vz that has
been input, i. e., whether or not the multiplexer 120 works
normally. The voltage V, generated by the voltage source VH
is set to be higher than the Zener voltage Vz (known voltage)
described above. If, based upon the output of the voltage
comparator circuit 162, the relationship Vm>V is held, i. e.,
if the output voltage Vm is not equal to the Zener voltage Vz
that has been input, the judgment circuit 164 judges that the
state of switch connection of the multiplexer 120 is not nor-
mal and outputs an abnormality signal.

Then, the switch SD1 is connected to the voltage source VL,
for comparing the lower limit. The voltage V, generated by
the voltage source VL is set to be lower than the Zener voltage
Vz (known voltage). If, based upon the output of the voltage
comparator circuit 162, the relationship Vm<V, is held, i. e.,
if the output voltage Vm is not equal to the Zener voltage Vz



US 9,333,874 B2

25

that has been input, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an
abnormality signal. Here, the output from the differential
amplifier 262 is input to the voltage comparator circuit 162 so
as to judge whether or not an abnormality has occurred.
Therefore, the judgment circuit 164 can detect an abnormality
not only when an abnormality has occurred in the multiplexer
120 but also when it has occurred in the multiplexer 118 or in
the differential amplifier 262.

The OR circuit 166 of the diagnosis circuit 160 outputs an
abnormality signal to an abnormality flag storage circuit 168
when an abnormality signal from the judgment circuit 164 is
input to the OR circuit 166. Accordingly, an abnormality flag
is set at the abnormality flag storage circuit 168. The abnor-
mality flag storage circuit 168 is the same as the MF flag
register at the flag storage circuit 284 shown in FIG. 5. When
an abnormality flag is set, the abnormality flag storage circuit
168 outputs an abnormality signal to the OR circuit 166 and
the OR circuit 288 of the communication circuit 127. Thus,
when an abnormality flag is held at the abnormality flag
storage circuit 168, an abnormality signal is output from the
OR circuit 166 even ifanormality signal has been output from
the judgment circuit 164.

It is to be noted that the abnormality flag that has been set
at the abnormality flag storage circuit 168 can be reset by a
command transmitted via the communication circuit 127. (A
detailed circuit is not figured herein.)

When an abnormality flag is held at the abnormality flag
storage circuit 168, an abnormality signal is constantly output
to the OR circuit 288. Signals from other integrated circuits
are input to the OR circuit 288 via an input terminal FFI. The
OR circuit 288 outputs an abnormality signal via an output
terminal FFO either when an abnormality signal is input to the
OR circuit 288 from one of the other integrated circuits via the
input terminal FFI or when an abnormality signal is input to
the OR circuit 288 from the abnormality flag storage circuit
168. In other words, the OR circuit 288 outputs a signal
indicating a normality via an output terminal FFO only when
the signal indicating a normality is input via the input terminal
FFI and when an abnormality flag is not held at the abnor-
mality flag storage circuit 168.

During the [STGCV1 measurement| phase, to which the
operation progresses from the [STGCV1 RES] phase based
upon the STG1 and STG2 signals, as the operation diagram of
FIG. 6 shows, the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 is
measured with the switches SC1 and SD1 of the diagnosis
circuit 160 in an open state as well as with the switch SA1 of
the multiplexer 118 connected to the contact point MA2. At
this time, the judgment circuit 164 is in a non-operating state
and any normality/abnormality signal is not output from the
judgment circuit 164 to the OR circuit 166. The terminal
voltage measurement at the battery cell BC1 is assured since
terminal voltage is measured through switching the switch
SA1 of the multiplexer 118 while sustaining the state of the
switch of the multiplexer 120 that is diagnosed to be normal
through the multiplexer diagnosis. The terminal voltage mea-
surement will be described in detail below.

Upon completion of the [STGCV1 measurement]| phase,
the operation progresses to the RES phase of the stage
STGCV2. At the stage STGCV2, as FIG. 34 shows, the
switch SB1 is connected to the contact point MB2 and the
switch SB2 is connected to the contact point MB3. As FIG. 6
shows, this state of the switches remains throughout both the
RES phase and the measurement phase. On the other hand, as
for the multiplexer 118, the switch SA1 is connected to the
contact point MA2 and the switch SA2 is connected to the
contact point MA3 during the RES phase, while the switch
SA1 is connected to the contact point MA2 and the switch
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SA2 is connected to the contact point MA4 during the mea-
surement phase. The other switches SA3 and SA4 of the
multiplexer 118 are in an open state in any of the periods.

The switch SC1 of the voltage comparator circuit 162 is set
in a continuous state during the [STGCV2 RES] phase, in
which the multiplexer diagnosis is executed. The switch SD1
is connected to the voltage source VH (voltage V,) for com-
paring the higher limit so as to verify whether or not the output
voltage Vm from the multiplexer 120 equals to the Zener
voltage Vz that has been input, i. e., whether or not the
multiplexer 120 works normally. As mentioned above, the
voltage V,; is set to be higher than the Zener voltage Vz
(known voltage) described above. If, based upon the output of
the voltage comparator circuit 162, the relationship Vm>V,,
is held, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an abnormality
signal.

Next, the switch SD1 is connected to the voltage source VL
(voltage V) for comparing the lower limit. The voltage VL.
that is set to be lower than the Zener voltage Vz (known
voltage) is input to the voltage comparator circuit 162. If,
based upon the output of the voltage comparator circuit 162,
the relationship Vm<V; is held, the judgment circuit 164
outputs an abnormality signal. The processing to be executed
after the output of the abnormality signal from the voltage
comparator circuit 162 is the same as that during the RES
phase of the stage STGCV1 described above. Therefore,
descriptions on it will now be omitted.

Upon completion of the [STGCV2 RES] phase, the opera-
tion progresses to the [STGCV2 measurement]| phase, in
which, as the operation diagram of FIG. 6 shows, the terminal
voltage at the battery cell BC2 is measured with the switches
SC1 and SD1 of the diagnosis circuit 160 in an open state as
well as with the switch SA2 of the multiplexer 118 connected
to the contact point MA4. For the terminal voltage measure-
ment during the [STGCV2 measurement] phase as well, the
terminal voltage measurement at the battery cell BC2 is
assured since terminal voltage is measured via switching the
switch SA2 of the multiplexer 118 while sustaining the state
of the switch of the multiplexer 120 that is diagnosed to be
normal through the multiplexer diagnosis.

At the stage STGCV3, as FIG. 6 shows, the switch SB1 is
connected to the contact point MB4 and the switch SB2 is
connected to the contact point MBS throughout both the RES
phase and the measurement phase. On the other hand, as for
the multiplexer 118, the switch SA3 is connected to the con-
tact point MAS and the switch SA4 is connected to the contact
point MA6 during the RES phase, while the switch SA3 is
connected to the contact point MA4 and the switch SA4 is
connected to the contact point MA6 during the measurement
phase. The other switches SA1 and SA2 of the multiplexer
118 are in an open state in any of the periods. The diagnosis
for the multiplexer 120 during the [STGCV3 RES] phase is
executed similarly to that during the [STGCV2 RES] phase
mentioned above. Upon completion of the [STGCV3 RES]
phase, the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC3 is measured
during the [STGCV3 measurement] phase.

At the stage STGCV4, as FIG. 6 shows, the switch SB1 is
connected to the contact point MB5 and the switch SB2 is
connected to the contact point MB6 throughout both the RES
phase and the measurement phase. On the other hand, as for
the multiplexer 118, the switch SA4 is connected to the con-
tact point MA7 during the RES phase, while the switch SA4
is connected to the contact point MA6 during the measure-
ment phase. The other switches SA1~SA3 of the multiplexer
118 are in an open state in any of the periods. The same
operations as those during the stage STGCV1~the stage
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STGCV3 are executed on the switches SC1 and SD1 so as to
diagnose the multiplexer 120 and measure the terminal volt-
age at the battery cell BC4.

During both of the stages STGCV3 and the STGCV4 as
well, the terminal voltage measurement at the battery cells
BC3 and BC4 is assured since terminal voltage is measured
via switching the switches of the multiplexer 118 while sus-
taining the state of the switch of the multiplexer 120 that is
diagnosed to be normal through the multiplexer diagnosis.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 35 shows a second embodiment of the multiplexer
diagnosis operation. In the second embodiment, the Zener
voltages Vz1~Vz4 at the Zener diodes Z1~74 provided in the
input circuit 116 are all setto values different from each other.
The diagnosis circuit 160 is provided with the voltage sources
VH1~VH4 and VL1~VL4, corresponding to each Zener
diodes Z1~74. The rest of the structure is the same as that in
the circuits shown in FIGS. 33~35.

The state of connection of the multiplexers 118 and 120
and the switch SC1 is identical to that shown in FIG. 6 for
each of the phases in the multiplexer diagnosis operation. On
the other hand, the state of connection ofthe switch SD1, with
which the voltage source for comparison is selected, is dif-
ferent from that shown in FIG. 6 as described below. During
the [STGCV1 RES] phase shown in FIG. 4, the diagnosis
circuit 160 connects the switch SD1 to the voltage source
VH1 for comparing the higher limit, which is corresponding
to the Zener diode Z1, based upon the STG1 and STG2
signals that have been input. Accordingly, the voltage V
from the voltage source VH1 and the output Vm from the
multiplexer 120 that is input via the differential amplifier 262
are input to the comparator circuit 162. The judgment circuit
164 judges, based upon the output of the comparator circuit
162, whether or not the multiplexer 120 is working normally.
ThevoltageV, is setto be higher than the Zener voltage Vz1,
which is generated by the Zener diode Z1. f V>V, 1. e, if
the output Vm is not equal to the Zener voltage Vzl, the
judgment circuit 164 judges the state of switch connection of
the multiplexer 120 to be not normal and outputs an abnor-
mality signal.

Next, the switch SD1 is connected to the voltage source
VL1 for comparing the lower limit, which is corresponding to
the Zener diode Z1. The voltage V, , from the voltage source
VL1 is set to be lower than the Zener voltage Vz1 from the
Zener diode Z1. If Vi<V, ,, 1. e., if the output Vm is not equal
to the Zener voltage V71, the judgment circuit 164 judges the
state of switch connection of the multiplexer 120 to be not
normal and outputs an abnormality signal. The processing to
be executed after the output of the abnormality signal from
the voltage comparator circuit 162 (the processing to be
executed after the OR circuit 166) is similar to that in the first
embodiment described above. Therefore, descriptions on it
will now be omitted.

Upon completion of the [STGCV1 RES] phase, the opera-
tion progresses to the [STGCV1 measurement] phase based
upon the STG1 and STG2 signals. The switch operation dur-
ing the [STGCV1 measurement| phase is identical to that
shown in FIG. 6. The switch SA1 of the multiplexer 118 is
connected to the contact point MA?2 and the switches SC1 and
SD1 ofthe diagnosis circuit 160 are in an open state. Accord-
ingly, the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 is input to
the differential amplifier 262.

During the [STGCV2 RES] phase, as FIG. 6 shows, open/
close of the switches SA1, SA2, SB1, SB2, and SC1 of the
multiplexers 118 and 120 is controlled. The switch SD1 is
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connected to the voltage source VH2 for comparing the
higher limit, which is corresponding to the Zener diode 72, so
as to compare the voltage V, from the voltage source VH2
with the output Vm from the multiplexer 120 that is input via
the differential amplifier 262. The voltage V,, is set to be
higher than the Zener voltage Vz2 generated by the Zener
diode 72. If V>V ,,, i. e., if the output Vm is not equal to the
Zener voltage Vz2, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an abnor-
mality signal. Next, the switch SD1 is connected to the volt-
age source VL2 for comparing the lower limit, which is cor-
responding to the Zener diode Z2. The voltage V;, from the
voltage V, is set to be lower than the Zener voltage V72 from
the Zener diode 72. If V<V, ,, i. e., if the output Vm is not
equal to the Zener voltage V72, the judgment circuit 164
outputs an abnormality signal. The processing to be executed
after the output of the abnormality signal from the voltage
comparator circuit 162 (the processing to be executed after
the OR circuit 166) is similar to that in the first embodiment
described above. Therefore, descriptions on it will now be
omitted.

Upon completion of the [STGCV2 RES] phase, the opera-
tion progresses to the [STGCV2 measurement] phase based
upon the STG1 and STG2 signals. The switch operation dur-
ing the [STGCV2 measurement| phase is identical to that
shown in FIG. 6. The switches SA1 and SA2 of the multi-
plexer 118 are connected to the contact points MA2 and MA4
respectively, and the switches SC1 and SD1 of the diagnosis
circuit 160 are in an open state. Accordingly, the terminal
voltage at the battery cell BC2 is input to the differential
amplifier 262.

During the [STGCV3 RES] phase, as FIG. 6 shows, open/
close of the switches SA1, SA2, SB1, SB2, and SC1 of the
multiplexers 118 and 120 is controlled. The switch SD1 is
connected to the voltage source VH3 for comparing the
higher limit, which is corresponding to the Zener diode 73, so
as to compare the voltage V5 from the voltage source VH3
with the output Vm from the multiplexer 120 that is input via
the differential amplifier 262. The voltage V; is set to be
higher than the Zener voltage Vz3 generated by the Zener
diode Z3. If V>V ., i. e., if the output Vm is not equal to the
Zener voltage Vz3, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an abnor-
mality signal. Next, the switch SD1 is connected to the volt-
age source VL3 for comparing the lower limit, which is cor-
responding to the Zener diode Z3. The voltage V5 from the
voltage source VL3 is set to be lower than the Zener voltage
Vz3 from the Zener diode Z3. If Vm<V 5, i.e., if the output
Vm is not equal to the Zener voltage Vz3, the judgment circuit
164 outputs an abnormality signal. The processing to be
executed after the output of the abnormality signal from the
voltage comparator circuit 162 (the processing to be executed
after the OR circuit 166) is similar to that in the first embodi-
ment described above. Therefore, descriptions on it will now
be omitted.

Upon completion of the [STGCV3 RES] phase, the opera-
tion progresses to the [STGCV3 measurement] phase based
upon the STG1 and STG2 signals. The switch operation dur-
ing the [STGCV3 measurement| phase is identical to that
shown in FIG. 6. The switches SA3 and SA4 of the multi-
plexer 118 are connected to the contact points MAS and MA6
respectively, and the switches SC1 and SD1 of the diagnosis
circuit 160 are in an open state. Accordingly, the terminal
voltage at the battery cell BC3 is input to the differential
amplifier 262.

During the [STGCV4 RES] phase, as FIG. 6 shows, open/
close of the switches SA1, SA2, SB1, SB2, and SC1 of the
multiplexers 118 and 120 is controlled. The switch SD1 is
connected to the voltage source VH4 for comparing the
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higher limit, which is corresponding to the Zener diode 74, so
as to compare the voltage V,, from the voltage source VH4
with the output Vm from the multiplexer 120 that is input via
the differential amplifier 262. The voltage V,, is set to be
higher than the Zener voltage Vz4 generated by the Zener
diode 7Z4. If Vm>V . i.e., if the output Vm is not equal to the
Zener voltage Vz4, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an abnor-
mality signal. Next, the switch SD1 is connected to the volt-
age source VL4 for comparing the lower limit, which is cor-
responding to the Zener diode Z4. The voltage V;, from the
voltage source VL4 is set to be lower than the Zener voltage
Vz4 from the Zener diode Z4. If V<V, i.e., if the output
Vm is not equal to the Zener voltage Vz4, the judgment circuit
164 outputs an abnormality signal. The processing to be
executed after the output of the abnormality signal from the
voltage comparator circuit 162 (the processing to be executed
after the OR circuit 166) is similar to that in the first embodi-
ment described above. Therefore, descriptions on it will now
be omitted.

Upon completion of the [STGCV4 RES] phase, the opera-
tion progresses to the [STGCV4 measurement] phase based
upon the STG1 and STG2 signals. The switch operation dur-
ing the [STGCV4 measurement| phase is identical to that
shown in FIG. 6. The switch SA4 of the multiplexer 118 is
connected to the contact point MA6, and the switches SC1
and SD1 of the diagnosis circuit 160 are in an open state.
Accordingly, the terminal voltage at the battery cell BC4 is
input to the differential amplifier 262.

In the second embodiment, the constant voltages Vz1~Vz4
generated by the Zener diodes Z1~74 are set to values differ-
ent from each other according to the state of connection of the
switches SB1 and SB2 of the multiplexer 120. This improves
the accuracy of the multiplexer diagnosis. For example,
assuming that during the [STGCV2 RES] phase in the first
embodiment, the state of switch connection of the multiplexer
120 is not that shown in FIG. 34 but that with the switch SB1
connected to the contact point MB1 and with the switch SB2
connected to the contact point MB2. Even in that case, the
judgment circuit 164 still judges the output Vm from the
multiplexer 120 to be equal to the Zener voltage Vz, and
results in not outputting the abnormality signal but outputting
the signal indicating a normality.

In the second embodiment, however, the Zener voltage
differs according to the state of switch connection of the
multiplexer 120 (i.e., the state of selection of the battery cell)
instructed by the STG1 and STG2 signals. Therefore, as
assumed above, if the state of switch connection of the mul-
tiplexer 120 is not corresponding to the voltage source to
which the switch SD1 is connected, the judgment circuit 164
outputs an abnormality signal, ensuring the multiplexer diag-
nosis.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the multiplexer diagnosis operation
will now be described in reference to FIGS. 36-38. F1G. 37
shows a circuit that relates to the multiplexer diagnosis from
among the circuits shown in FIG. 5. The input circuit 116 is
provided with the multiplexer 120, the constant current cir-
cuit 117, resistors R, and switches S1~S4. Output terminals
MP1 and MP2 of the multiplexer 120 are connected to the
input terminals of the differential amplifier 262. A serial
circuit including the constant current circuit 117, the resistor
R, and the switch S1 is connected between the output terminal
MP1 of the multiplexer 120 and a power supply line. A serial
circuit including the switch S2, the resistor R, and the con-
stant current circuit 117 is connected between the output
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terminal MP1 and a ground (reference potential) of the inte-
grated circuits. Likewise, a serial circuit including the con-
stant current circuit 117, the resistor R, and the switch S3 is
connected between the output terminal MP2 and a power
supply line; and a serial circuit including the switch S4, the
resistor R, and the constant current circuit 117 is connected
between the output terminal MP2 and a ground (reference
potential) of the integrated circuits. The multiplexer 120 is
provided with the switches SB1 and SB2 to select the battery
cells BC1~-BC4. The switches SB1 and SB2 achieved in the
present embodiment are each constituted with five switches
as shown in FIG. 37. The positive pole sides of the battery
cells BC1~BC4 are selected through open/close of the five
switches provided in the switch SB1, while the negative pole
sides of the battery cells BC1~BC4 are selected through
open/close of the five switches provided in the switch SB2.
The circuit structure other than the input circuit 116 is the
same as that shown in FIG. 34 in the first embodiment.

The diagnosis operation of the multiplexer 120 will now be
described in reference to FIG. 36, an operation diagram
achieved in the third embodiment. FIG. 36 shows a part of the
operation corresponds to the stage STGCV3 in the operation
diagram shown in FIG. 6, representing open/close operation
of the switches S1~S4 during the stage STGCV3. The open
operation diagnosis of the multiplexer 120 is executed during
the first time segment of the [STGCV3 RES] phase. The
selection operation diagnosis of the multiplexer 120 is
executed during the second time segment of the [STGCV3
RES] phase. The multiplexer diagnosis operation during the
stage STGCV3 will now be described as a representative
example. The multiplexer diagnosis operation during the
RES phase of other stages assumes the same.

During the first time segment of the [STGCV3 RES] phase,
the open operation diagnosis of the switch SB1, which is
provided in the multiplexer 120, is executed, and that of the
other switch SB2 is executed thereafter. In the open operation
diagnosis of the switch SB1, the STG1 and STG2 signals
transmit an instruction to the input circuit 116 so that all the
switches provided in the switches SB1 and SB2 of the mul-
tiplexer 120 are in an open state, so that the switches S2~S4
provided in the input circuit 116 are in an open state, and so
that the switch S1 is in a closed state. In addition, the STG1
and STG2 signals transmit an instruction to the diagnosis
circuit 160 so as to connect the switch SC1 to the contact point
MD2 and so as to connect the switch SD1 to the voltage
source VH.

When the switch S1 is in a closed state, the upper input
terminal (non-inverting input terminal) of the comparator
circuit 162 is connected to the high potential-side power
source via the constant current circuit 117 and the resistor R.
The lower input terminal (inverting input terminal) of the
comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is connected to the
voltage source VH of the voltage V. The voltage V, is set to
be either the maximum voltage of the lithium ion battery cell
group to which the integrated circuits are connected, i.e., four
or six lithium ion battery cells or somewhat lower than the
maximum voltage. Therefore, if the switch SB1 of the mul-
tiplexer 120 is in an open state, the measurement voltage to be
input through the upper terminal of the comparator circuit
162 is supposed to meet the normality judgment condition
“measurement voltage>V,”. The judgment circuit 164
judges whether or not the condition “measurement
voltage>V,;” is met based upon the output from the compara-
tor circuit 162. Unless the condition “measurement
voltage>V,;” is met, the judgment circuit 164 outputs an
abnormality signal to the OR circuit 166. The processing to be
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executed after the OR circuit 166 will not be described now
since it is similar to the processing in the first embodiment
described above.

It is to be noted that in the present embodiment, the same
potential is assumed in the voltage of the power supply line to
which the constant current circuit 117 is connected and in the
positive-pole terminal of the battery cell BC1. Accordingly,
diagnosis through the switches S1 or S3 can not be executed
if the positive-pole terminal of the battery cell BC1 is
selected. On the other hand, the ground potential and the
negative potential of the battery cell BC4 equal to each other.
Therefore, diagnosis through the switches S2 or S4 can not be
executed if the negative-pole terminal of the battery cell BC4
is selected. However, diagnosis can be executed if another
terminal is selected, assuring higher reliability.

Next, the STG1 and STG?2 signals transmit an instruction
to the input circuit 116 so that all the switches provided in the
switches SB1 and SB2 of the multiplexer 120 are in an open
state, so that the switches S1, S3, and S4 provided in the input
circuit 116 are in an open state, and so that the switch S2 is in
aclosed state. In addition, the STG1 and STG2 signals trans-
mit an instruction to the diagnosis circuit 160 so as to connect
the switch SC1 to the contact point MD2 and so as to connect
the switch SD1 to the voltage source VL.

When the switch S2 is in a closed state, the potential at the
upper input terminal of the comparator circuit 162 equals to
that at the GND of the integrated circuits. The lower input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is
connected to the voltage source VL of the voltage V. The
voltage V; is set to be about 0.5V (slightly higher than ground
voltage of the integrated circuits and sufficiently lower than
terminal voltages of the lithium ion battery cells). Therefore,
if the switch SB1 of the multiplexer 120 is in an open state, the
measurement voltage to be input through the upper terminal
of'the comparator circuit 162 is supposed to meet the normal-
ity judgment condition “measurement voltage<V,”. The
judgment circuit 164 judges whether or not the condition
“measurement voltage<V,” is met based upon the output
from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the condition “mea-
surement voltage<V,” is met, the judgment circuit 164 out-
puts an abnormality signal to the OR circuit 166. The pro-
cessing to be executed after the OR circuit 166 will not be
described now since it is similar to the processing in the first
embodiment described above. The open operation diagnosis
for the switch SB1 enables a diagnosis whether or not the
switch SB1 of the multiplexer 120 is in an open state as per the
instruction.

Next, the open operation diagnosis for the switch SB2 of
the multiplexer 120 is executed. At this time, the STG1 and
STG2 signals transmit an instruction to the input circuit 116
so that all the switches provided in the switches SB1 and SB2
of'the multiplexer 120 are in an open state, so that the switches
S1, S2, and S4 provided in the input circuit 116 are in an open
state, and so that the switch S3 is in a closed state. In addition,
the STG1 and STG2 signals transmit an instruction to the
diagnosis circuit 160 so as to connect the switch SC1 to the
contact point MD1 and so as to connect the switch SD1 to the
voltage source VH.

When the switch S3 is in a closed state, the potential at the
upper input terminal of the comparator circuit 162 is con-
nected to the high potential-side power source via the con-
stant current circuit 117 and the resistor R. The lower input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is
connected to the voltage source VH of the voltage V. There-
fore, if the switch SB2 of the multiplexer 120 is in an open
state, the measurement voltage to be input through the upper
terminal of the comparator circuit 162 is supposed to meet the
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normality judgment condition “measurement voltage>V .
The judgment circuit 164 judges whether or not the condition
“measurement voltage>V .’ is met based upon the output
from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the condition “mea-
surement voltage>V,” is met, the judgment circuit 164 out-
puts an abnormality signal to the OR circuit 166. The pro-
cessing to be executed after the OR circuit 166 will not be
described now since it is similar to the processing in the first
embodiment described above.

Next, the STG1 and STG2 signals transmit an instruction
to the input circuit 116 so that all the switches provided in the
switches SB1 and SB2 of the multiplexer 120 are in an open
state, so that the switches S1~S3 provided in the input circuit
116 are in an open state, and so that the switch S4 is in a closed
state. In addition, the STG1 and STG2 signals transmit an
instruction to the diagnosis circuit 160 so as to connect the
switch SC1 to the contact point MD1 and so as to connect the
switch SD1 to the voltage source VL.

When the switch S4 is in a closed state, the potential at the
upper input terminal of the comparator circuit 162 equals to
that at the GND of the integrated circuits. The lower input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is
connected to the voltage source V; of the voltage V. There-
fore, if the switch SB2 of the multiplexer 120 is in an open
state, the measurement voltage to be input through the upper
terminal ofthe comparator circuit 162 is supposed to meet the
normality judgment condition “measurement voltage<V,”.
The judgment circuit 164 judges whether or not the condition
“measurement voltage<V,” is met based upon the output
from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the condition “mea-
surement voltage<V,” is met, the judgment circuit 164 out-
puts an abnormality signal to the OR circuit 166. The pro-
cessing to be executed after the OR circuit 166 will not be
described now since it is similar to the processing in the first
embodiment described above. The open operation diagnosis
of the switch SB2 enables a diagnosis whether or not the
switch SB2 ofthe multiplexer 120 is in an open state as per the
instruction.

The following is a description of the selection operation
diagnosis of the multiplexer 120, which is executed during the
second time segment of the [STGCV3 RES] phase in FIG. 36.
In the selection operation diagnosis, the selection operation
diagnosis of the switch SB1, which is provided in the multi-
plexer 120, is executed, and that of the other switch SB2 is
executed thereafter. In the selection operation diagnosis of the
switch SB1, the STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the multi-
plexer 120 to execute an operation to select the battery cell
BC3, and instruct the input circuit 116 to put the switches
S2~S4 in an open state and the switch S1 in a closed state. In
addition, The STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the diagnosis
circuit 160 to connect the switch SC1 to the contact point
MD2 and to connect the switch SD1 to the voltage source VH.

At this time, the upper input terminal of the comparator
circuit 162 is connected to the high potential-side power
source via the constant current circuit 117 and the resistor R,
and is connected to the positive pole side of the battery cell
BC3 via the switch SB1. The lower input terminal of the
comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is connected to the
voltage source VH of the voltage V. If the switch SB1 is in
an open state, the potential at the upper input terminal of the
comparator circuit 162 rises to about the value of the potential
of the high potential-side power source. If the switch SB1 is
properly connected to the positive pole side of the battery cell
BC3, the potential at the input terminal is affected by the cell
voltage, being supposed to result in “measurement
voltage<V,,”. The judgment circuit 164 thus judges whether
or not the condition “measurement voltage<V,,” is met based
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upon the output from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the
condition “measurement voltage<V,,” is met, the judgment
circuit 164 outputs an abnormality signal to the OR circuit
166. The processing to be executed after the OR circuit 166
will not be described now since it is similar to the processing
in the first embodiment described above.

Next, the STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the multiplexer
120 to execute an operation to select the battery cell BC3, and
instruct the input circuit 116 to put the switches S1, S3, and S4
in an open state and the switch S2 in a closed state. The STG1
and STG2 signals instruct the diagnosis circuit 160 to connect
the switch SC1 to the contact point MD2 and to connect the
switch SD1 to the voltage source VL.

At this time, the upper input terminal of the comparator
circuit 162 is connected to the GND of the integrated circuits
via the switch S2 and is connected to the high potential side of
the battery cell BC3 via the switch SB1. The lower input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is
connected to the voltage source VL of the voltage V;. If the
switch SB1 is in an open state, the potential at the upper input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162 equals to the GND
potential of the integrated circuits. If the switch SB1 is prop-
erly connected to the positive pole side of the battery cell
BC3, the potential at the input terminal is affected by cell
voltage, being supposed to result in “measurement
voltage>V,”. The judgment circuit 164 thus judges whether
or not the condition “measurement voltage>V,” is met based
upon the output from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the
condition “measurement voltage>V,;” is met, the judgment
circuit 164 outputs an abnormality signal to the OR circuit
166. The processing to be executed after the OR circuit 166
will not be described now since it is similar to the processing
in the first embodiment described above.

In the selection operation diagnosis of the switch SB2, the
STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the multiplexer 120 to
execute an operation to select the battery cell BC3, and
instruct the input circuit 116 to put the switches S1,S2, and S4
in an open state and the switch S3 in a closed state. In addition,
the STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the diagnosis circuit 160
to connect the switch SC1 to the contact point MD1 and to
connect the switch SD1 to the voltage source VH.

At this time, the upper input terminal of the comparator
circuit 162 is connected to the high potential-side power
source via the constant current circuit 117 and the resistor R,
and is connected to the negative pole side of the battery cell
BC3 via the switch SB2. The lower input terminal of the
comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is connected to the
voltage source VH of the voltage V. If the switch SB1 is in
an open state, the potential at the upper input terminal of the
comparator circuit 162 rises to about the value of the potential
of the high potential-side power source. If the switch SB2 is
properly connected to the negative pole side of the battery cell
BC3, the potential at the input terminal is affected by cell
voltage, being supposed to result in “measurement
voltage<V”. The judgment circuit 164 thus judges whether
or not the condition “measurement voltage<V,,” is met based
upon the output from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the
condition “measurement voltage<V,,” is met, the judgment
circuit 164 outputs an abnormality signal to the OR circuit
166. The processing to be executed after the OR circuit 166
will not be described now since it is similar to the processing
in the first embodiment described above.

Next, the STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the multiplexer
120 to execute an operation to select the battery cell BC3, and
instruct the input circuit 116 to put the switches S1~S3 in an
open state and the switch S4 in a closed state. In addition, the
STG1 and STG2 signals instruct the diagnosis circuit 160 to
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connect the switch SC1 to the contact point MD1 and to
connect the switch SD1 to the voltage source VL.

At this time, the upper input terminal of the comparator
circuit 162 is connected to the GND of the integrated circuits
via the switch S4, and is connected to the negative pole side of
the battery cell BC3 via the switch SB2. The lower input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162, on the other hand, is
connected to the voltage source VL of the voltage V;. If the
switch SB2 is in an open state, the potential at the upper input
terminal of the comparator circuit 162 equals to the GND
potential of the integrated circuits. If the switch SB2 is prop-
erly connected to the negative pole side of the battery cell
BC3, the potential at the input terminal is affected by cell
voltage, being supposed to result in “measurement
voltage>V,”. The judgment circuit 164 thus judges whether
or not the condition “measurement voltage>V,” is met based
upon the output from the comparator circuit 162. Unless the
condition “measurement voltage>V,;” is met, the judgment
circuit 164 outputs an abnormality signal to the OR circuit
166. The processing to be executed after the OR circuit 166
will not be described now since it is similar to the processing
in the first embodiment described above.

Thus executing the selection operation diagnosis by the
multiplexer 120 in order, as shown in the selection operation
diagnosis period of FIG. 36, will enable a judgment whether
or not the multiplexer 120 normally executes the selection
operation of the battery cell BC3. Upon completion of the
[STGCV3 RES] phase shown in FIG. 36, the terminal voltage
at the battery cell BC3 is measured during the [STGCV3
measurement] phase.

FIG. 38 is a diagram illustrating the terminal voltage mea-
surement operation at the battery cell BC3. In this terminal
voltage measurement operation, the STG1 and STG2 signals
instruct the multiplexer 120 to execute an operation to select
the battery cell BC3, and instruct the input circuit 116 to put
the switches S1-S4 in an open state. In addition, the STG1 and
STG2 signals instruct the diagnosis circuit 160 to put the
switches SC1 and SD1 in an open state. Since the battery cell
BC3 selection state of the multiplexer 120 has been judged to
be normal through the diagnosis operation during the
[STGCV3 RES] phase, the terminal voltage at the battery cell
BC3 is output from the multiplexer 120.

Fourth Embodiment

In the second embodiment described above, the diagnosis
of the multiplexer 120 is executed through an analog circuit.
In the fourth embodiment shown in reference to FIGS. 39 and
40, the diagnosis of the multiplexer 120 is executed through a
digital circuit. FIG. 39 is an operation diagram achieved in the
fourth embodiment, illustrating operations executed during
the stages STGCV1~STGCV4, where terminal voltages of
the battery cells are measured. A multiplexer diagnosis during
the stage STGCV1 will now be described as a representative
example. The multiplexer diagnoses during the stages
STGCV2~STGCV4 are executed likewise. It is to be noted
that the state of switch connection of the multiplexers 118 and
120 during each of the stages is the same as that in the second
embodiment.

FIG. 40 is a diagram of a circuit that relates to the multi-
plexer diagnosis, showing a multiplexer diagnosis operation
during the RES phase of the stage STGCV1. The switch SB1
of'the multiplexer 120 is connected to the contact point MB1.
The switch SB2 is connected to the contact point MB2. When
the switch SA1 of the multiplexer 118 is connected to the
contact point MA1, the Zener voltage Vz1 generated by the
Zener diode 71 is input to the multiplexer 120. If the multi-
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plexer 120 works normally, the multiplexer 120 is supposed
to output the Zener voltage V71 as an output voltage Vm. The
output voltage Vm from the multiplexer 120 is input to the
analog/digital converter 122A via the differential amplifier
262 and is converted to a digital value therein.

The digital value converted by the analog/digital converter
122A at the diagnosis operation is held at a diagnosis voltage
register provided in a current value storage circuit 274A. The
current value storage circuit 274A is a circuit in which the
diagnosis voltage register is added to the current value storage
circuit 274 achieved in the second embodiment. A reference
value storage circuit 278A differs from the reference value
storage circuit 278 achieved in the second embodiment in that
the reference value storage circuit 278A is provided with
registers BC1VH~BC4VH4 and BC1VL~BC4VL that hold
digital values corresponding to the analog voltages V,~V
and V;,~V,,. It is to be noted that values of the registers
BC1VH~BC4VH4 and BC1VL~BC4VL in the reference
value storage circuit 278A can be rewritten via a communi-
cation terminal RX and an internal data bus 294.

It is first verified whether or not the output voltage Vm from
the multiplexer 120 is identical to the voltage Vz1, a known
voltage, from the Zener diode Z1. For that purpose, the digital
comparator circuit 162 compares the digital value converted
by the analog/digital converter 122 A with the value BC held
at the register BC1VH, and then compares the above digital
value with the value BC held at the register BC1VL. The
value BC1VH is set to be higher than the voltage Vz1, and the
value BC1VL is set to be lower than the voltage Vz1. The
judgment circuit 164 judges, based upon the output of the
digital comparator circuit 162, whether or not the multiplexer
120 is working normally.

In the present embodiment, as in the second embodiment,
an abnormality occurring in the multiplexer 118 in which the
multiplexer 120 is included, the differential amplifier 262, or
the analog/digital converter 122A can be detected through the
judgment circuit 164. Upon detecting the abnormality
occurred, an abnormality flag is set at the abnormality flag
storage circuit 168. Since the operation related to the process-
ing for abnormality signals output from the abnormality flag
storage circuit 168 is the same as that in the second embodi-
ment, detailed descriptions on it will not be included herein.
Having been judged to be abnormal by the judgment circuit
164, the value held at the diagnosis voltage register in the
current value storage circuit 274A is stored at the register
ANBCI1 in an abnormality data storage circuit 275A. Abnor-
mality data information stored in the abnormality data storage
circuit 275A is output to an external recipient via the data bus
294, transmission/reception registers 302/322, and an output
terminal TX according to a transmission instruction. This
enables to ascertain the abnormality cause.

After verifying the diagnosis operation during the
[STGCV1 RES] phase, the operation progresses to the
[STGCV1 measurement]| phase, in which the switch SA1 is
switched to be connected to the contact point MA2, and the
terminal voltage at the battery cell BC1 is input to the multi-
plexer 120, converted to a digital value by the analog/digital
converter 122 A, and held at the register CELL1 in the current
value storage circuit 274A. As FIG. 39 shows, the same
operation as the one mentioned above is executed in sequence
from the stage STGCV2, the stage STGCV3, to the stage
STGCV4.

As in the present embodiment, the diagnosis with digital
conversion through the digital comparator circuit is subject to
the adverse effect of noise. The average value obtained
through a plurality of the analog/digital conversions may be
used so as to eliminate the adverse effect of noise. The aver-
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aging circuit 264 shown in FIG. 40 is a circuit that calculates
the average of the values obtained through a plurality of
operations of the analog/digital converter 122A. Particularly
for high-speed analog/digital conversion operations, it is
desirable to automatically calculate the average value of the
values obtained through the plurality of operations and to use
the calculation result as an analog/digital conversion output.

Fifth Embodiment

In a fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 41, the diagnosis
operation achieved in the third embodiment (FIG. 36) is digi-
tally executed. It is to be noted that the state of connection of
the switches SB1, SB2, and S1~S4 at the diagnosis operation
is the same as that achieved in the third embodiment. The
digital value converted by the analog/digital converter 122A
is held at a diagnosis voltage register provided in the current
value storage circuit 274A, as that achieved in the fourth
embodiment. The reference value storage circuit 278A is
provided with registers VH and VL that hold digital values
corresponding to the voltages V,and V, achieved in the third
embodiment. In the period during which the output terminal
MP1 of the multiplexer 120 is diagnosed, a switch S5 is
connected to the output terminal MP1 and a switch S6 is
connected to the ground potential. In the period during which
the output terminal MP2 of the multiplexer 120 is diagnosed,
the switch S5 is connected to Vcc and the switch S6 is con-
nected to the output terminal MP2.

Itis first verified whether or not the output voltage Vm from
the multiplexer 120 is identical to the voltage Vz1, a known
voltage, from the Zener diode Z1. For that purpose, the digital
comparator circuit 162 compares the digital value converted
by the analog/digital converter 122 A with the value VH held
at the register VH, and then compares the above digital value
with the value VL held at the register VL. The judgment
circuit 164 judges, based upon the output of the digital com-
parator circuit 162, whether or not the multiplexer 120 is
working normally. In the present embodiment as well, an
abnormality occurring in the multiplexer 118 in which the
multiplexer 120 is included, the differen